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politics  in  Las  Vegas  meet 
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Mississippian  Ernie  Myers  sits  with  friend  James  Fancher,  pastor  of  Monticeilo 
Church.  (Tim  Nichoias  photo)  By  Tim  Nicholas 


iviississippian  iviyers 
voted  2nd  vice  president 

By  Tim  Nicholas 

A  Mississippi  native  son  was  elected  results  include  25  new  congregations 
second  vice  president  of  the  Southern  that  have  begun  ot  are  in  ^  process 
Baptist  Convention  in  Las  Vegas.  Er-  of  beginning.  “We’ve  got  names  and 
nie  Myers,  a  native  of  RuleviUe,  was  addresses  and  spiritual  condition, 
elected  in  a  runoff  against  Lewis  Well  reach  them  ^  our  churches  will 
Adkinson  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  foUow  through.” 

3,540  to  2,748.  A  total  of  19,007  had  M}wrs  said  that  he  is  not  in  the 
voted  in  the  election  for  president,  political  race  “I  am  a  cruiservative, 
Myers  is  e:^utive  dir^tor  of  the  but  not  politically  motivated,”  he  said. 
Nevada  Baptet  Convention  where  he  “I  feel  like  I’m  as  ccmservative  as 
has  served  since  1978.  anybo^  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Con- 

Conceming  Southern  Baptists’  vention.  I  will  serve  to  the  best  of  my 
coming  to  Las  Vegas,  Myers  said  the  ability  aU  Southern  Baptists.  It  is  an 
Nevadans  will  have  much  better  honor.” 

understanding  of  who  we  are.  W  Mwrs  was  bom  in  1925  “the  year 
course,  we  get  the  joy  of  seeiiffi  almost  the  Coi^rative  Program  was  bom” 
1,000  people  savra.”  Nevadans,  be  he  said.  He  grew  up  in  the  delta, 
said,  ’^re  probably  not  going  to  be  graduated  frmn  Mississippi  College 
afraid  of  us  any  more  So,  out  of  it  (the  and  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  serv- 
SBC)  our  work  has  been  set  ahead  by  ed  First  Church,  B)rram,  as  pastor 
many  years  and  we’ll  be  able  to  be  while  in  college  He  later  was  pastor 
more  effective  in  our  outreach  as  a  of  First  Church,  Gautier,  leaving 
result.”  Mississippi  in  1952  to  do  graduate 

“This  just  may  be  the  thing  that’s  work  at  Vanderbilt  where  he  was 
goii^  to  pull  the  plug  to  see  continued  pastor  there 
revival  m  Nebraska,”  he  said.  He  went  to  Arizona  as  Sunday 

Myers  said  that  though  he  had  School  director  for  state  Baptists  in 
hoped  for  m<He  perscms  to  participate  1966  going  to  the  Sunday  School  Board 
in  the  witnessing  campaign  —  about  in  1961  where  he  was  church  architec- 
2,5(X)  did  so  “we  were  grateful  for  tural  consultant.  He  held  a  similar 
those  that  came”  He  said  that  the  position  in  Arizona,  1975-78. 


Icome  the  SBC.  Ernie  Myers,  axacutlve  director  of  Nevada  Baptists,  said  WMU,  SBC;  and  Brian  Harbour,  SRlT  nffirPr^ 

Id  not  have  done  such  on  purpose.  Harris  spoke  of  Las  Vegas  as  "an  pastor  of  Immanuel  (^urch.  Little  wuw 

h  big  names  and  big  names,  its  baccarat  and  btacl^ack,  its  Hmousines  Rock.  Hill,  nominated  C.R  Hogue,  Messengers  to  the  1989  Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  June  13-15 
,  its  brilliant  lights  and  professional  fights  and  its  busy  nights.”  He  said  executive  dirwtor  of  the  Soutiwm  In  La*  Vegas,  Nev.,  re-elected  Jerry  Vines,  (center)  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
ITS  somewhat  attracted  by  the  glitter  and  the  glamor  of  this  city,  but  Baptist  General  (Jonvention  of  <}alifor-  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  to  a  second  oneyear  term  as  prasktem.  The  convention’s  vice 
he  heavenly  father,  we  are  just  pHgrinw  and  strangers  in  this  world.”  nia,  received  6,989  vo^  (h*  54.2  per-  presidents  are  Junior  Hill,  (right)  evangelist  from  Hartselle,  Ala.,  first  vice  president, 
city  eternal”  to  which  Christians  will  go.  "Ws  are  interested  in  taking  cent  of  the  vote  and  Ernest  Myers,  executive  directorof  the  Nevada  Baptist  Corrvention  In  Reno,  sa¬ 
le  to  that  celeotlal  dty  as  we  possMy  can.”  (Tim  Nicholas  photo)  Sea»d  vice  president  is  Elmie  cond  vice  president.  (Photo  by  Stanley  Leary)  ^ 
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^‘^Forget  it,”  says  Moyers 
to  Executive  Committee 


LAS  VEGAS,  Nev,  —  With  a  three- 
word  notice,  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Monday  dismissed  the  possibility  of  a 
discussion  between  television  com¬ 
mentator  Bill  Moyers  and  committee 
member  Paul  Pressler. 

In  February  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  adopted  by  a  40-14  vote  a  resolu¬ 
tion  critical  of  Moyers’  three-part 
documentary,  “God  and  Politics,”  par¬ 
ticularly  a  se^ent  on  Southern  ^p- 
tists.  Moyers  immediately  request^ 
an  appearance  before  the  Executive 
Committee  in  June  with  Pressler,  a 
Houston  appeals  court  judge,  to 
discuss  the  matter. 

However,  before  the  committee 
could  consido*  the  request,  Moyers  re¬ 
quested  it  be  withdrawn. 

The  notice  on  the  recommendations 
to  be  voted  on  by  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  at  its  meeting  prior  to  the  SBC 
annual  meeting  simply  reported; 
“Deleted.  Request  withdrawn.” 

Executive  Committee  Chairman 
Charles  Sullivan,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Lenoir  City,  Ttenn.,  had 
said  he  would  deny  Moyers  an  ap¬ 
pearance  before  the  June  12  meeting 
because  of  the  press  of  time  at  the 
two-hour  gathering. 

“I  did  not  feel  I  had  the  right  (to 
decide  whether  Moyers  would  ap- 
p^r)  but  that  I  would  present  it  to  the 
Executive  Committee  because  they 
have  the  ri^t  to  say  whether  th^ 
would  hear  Mm,”  Sullivan  told  Baptist 
Press. 

Sullivan  earlier  told  Baptist  Press 
be  would  present  the  matter  to  the 
committee  and  let  members  decide  in 


By  Dan  Martin  and  Jim  Newton 

ecutive  Committee’s  administrative 
and  convention  arrangements  sub¬ 
committee  Monday  morning,  it  drew 
no  discussion  when  Sullivan  announc¬ 
ed  the  deletion  of  the  matter  from  the 
agenda. 

However,  after  the  regular  agenda 
was  dispensed  with,  committee 
member  James  Widem^n,  raster  of 
Screven  Memorial  Baptist  (murch  in 
Portsmouth,  N.H.,  introduced  a  mo¬ 
tion  that  said: 

“I  move  that  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  report  to  Baptist  Press  that 
Bill  Moyers  has  withmawn  his  request 
to  appear  before  the  Executive  (Com¬ 
mittee  and  the  Executive  Committee 
has  acknowledged  that  request.” 

The  motion  was  adopted  without 
discussion  or  opposition. 

Wideman’s  motion  was  different 
from  a  motion  adopted  earlier  in  the 
day  by  the  administrative  subcom¬ 
mittee,  which  had  voted  to  “respect¬ 
fully  request  that  Baptist  Press  only 
report  that  Moyers  had  withdrawn  his 
request  to  appear.” 

Wideman  explained  after  the  full 
executive  committee  meeting  that 
when  he  thought  about  the  motion  he 
made  in  subcommit^  he  realized  it 
amounted  to  instructing  Baptist  Press 
what  and  what  not  to  report. 

“I  changed  my  motion  because  I 
have  confidence  that  Baptist  Press 
will  do  nothira  to  inflame  the  issue,” 
Wideman  said. 

Duri^  the  subcommittee  meeting 
—  which  was  conducted  under 


background  rules  that  allow  no  direct 
quotation  or  attribution  —  several 
members  said  they  believe  the  whole 
issue  is  a  personal  matter  between 
Pressler  and  Moyers  and  that  nothing 
can  be  gained  by  continuing  the 
controversy. 

“Let’s  just  let  it  drop  and  leave  it 
alone,”  one  subcommittee  member 
said  later. 

Another  said  he  believed  it  was  an 
enw  to  adopt  the  Felniiary  resolution 
criticizing  Mqyers  and  the  continuing 
controversy  just  proves  the  point. 

Another  said  the  matter  was  not 
just  a  personal  matter  between 
Pressler  and  Moyers.  “Moyers  has  ac¬ 
cused  the  SBC  Executive  Committee 
of  being  puppets  of  Paul  Pressler,  and 
we  ne^  to  respond,”  he  said. 

Pressler  was  informed  of  the 
Moyers  letter  Sunday  and  called  it 
“ridiculous.”  He  said  he  did  not  want 
to  see  the  text  reported  in  Baptist 
Press. 

When  asked  tor  comment,  Pressler 
said:  “I  have  nothing  to  say  about  it. 
It  has  been  delet^,  and  it  was 
reported  as  being  deleted”  from  the 
agenda. 

Baptist  Press  Director  Alvin  C. 
Shackleford  said  he  wants  to  make 
sure  any  report  in  the  news  service  is 
balanc^  and  fair  and  tells  both 
Moyers’  reasons  for  withdrawing  his 
request  and  offers  the  Elxecutive  Com¬ 
mittee  and  Pressler  an  opportunity  to 
respond. 


Sharing  faith 

Bernie  Creel  of  Tennessee  (right)  and  Charles  Phillips  of  North  Carolina  share  their 
Christian  faith  with  Mrs.  Richard  Green  and  her  son  June  10  during  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists’  massive  door-to-door  Christian  witnessing  effort  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev.  The 
evangelism  thrust  preceded  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting.  (Photo 
by  Stanley  Leary) 


June  whether  they  wanted  to  hear  a 
discussion  of  the  matter  at  the 
September,  1989  meeting. 

However,  on  Sunday  night  (June  11) 
Moyers  sent  a  fax  message  to  Sullivan 
in  Las  V^as,  Nev.,  site  of  the  1969  SBC 
annual  meeting,  withdrawing  the 


SBC  dabbles  in  evangelism,  politics 


request.  (Continued  from  page  3)  tion  president.  Pat  Pearce  of  Hickory,  ask  messengers  to  refrain  from  believe  that  the  Bible  is  the  inspired 

In  the  Executive  Committee  C(Mnmittee  member  Frank  Ingraham  N.C.,  lost  in  his  bid  for  separate  con-  “frivolous  applause”  during  the  con-  written  Tevelation  of  God  to  men  . . .” 

deliberations,  Sullivan  declined  to  pranklin,  Ttenn.,  said  ttat  to  change  sideration  on  a  ballot  vote  of  5,247  to  vention  to  express  personal  opinion.  Messengers  denied  that  change,  one 

read  the  text  of  Moyers’  message,  say-  budget  “would  be  to  favor  -those  5,206.  That  motion  did  receive  applause  citing  the  original  wording  as  more 

ing  only  the  request  had  been  who  are  the  most  winsome  at  the  mo-  A  motion  concerning  a  Mississip-  A  total  of  51  resolutions  were  like  that  of  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
withdrawn  and  adding,  “it  served  no  ment  and  not  thora  programs  the  con-  pian  was  delayed  for  a  year.  Joe  Ar-  presented  by  messengers  but  only  10  Message  statement  which  is  the 

useful  purpose”  to  read  the  text.  vention  has  set  as  priorities.”  thur  of  Port  Worth  asked  the  conven-  were  considered  and  adopted.  genotu  statement  of  Baptists  concer- 

Moym  made  a  copy  of  the  message  vote  to  reconsider  the  budget  tion  to  immediately  remove  (Turtis  Kiely  Young,  pastor  of  Fust  Church,  ning  what  they  believe  the  Bible  to  be 

to  SuUivan  available  to  ^[^tPr^,  lost  5,196  to  6,034,  or  54  to  46  percent.  (3aine  of  Jackson  from  the  board  of  Greenville,  presented  a  resolution  saying. 

the  news  service  of  the  SBC.  It  said:  fbe  Executive  Committ^  just  the  SBC  Christian  Life  (Commission,  that  was  not  reported  out  of  commit-  Another  change,  proposed  by  a 

“I  have  read  in  the  Baptist  Pi^  prior  to  the  convention,  voted  to  delay  (^ine,  a  member  of  First  Church,  tee  It  resolved  to ‘tencourage  all  SBC  messenger,  would  have  changed  the 

that  you  intend  on  Monday  to  awm  recommending  establishment  of  a  Jackson,  has  been  criticized  for  com-  churches  to  give  at  least  10  percent  of  word“men”to“humanity.”Re8olu- 

Executive  (^mmittee  to  vote  whether  agency  in  Washington  which  ments  he  made  last  year  in  which  he  all  undesignated  receipts  to  the  tions  (Chairman  Mark  Coppenger 

or  not  to  allow  me  to  appear  at  would  basically  supplant  the  Baptist  called  Martin  Luther  King  Jr,  a  (Cooperative  Program,  and  further  quipned  that  “men”  was  in  the  Bap- 

meeting  in  Sei^mber  to  answer  Paul  Joint  Committee.  The  Religious  “fraud,”  and  said  that  apartheid  does  resolved:  aU  elector  appointed  SBC  rat  rteith  and  Message  That  change 

Pi^ler’s  attock  on  my  documentary.  Liberty  Commission  recommenda-  not  exist  anymore  in  Soi^  Africa,  and  ofTicers  set  the  example  by  encourag-  failed. 

A  I  j  delayed  after  President  “was  beneficial  when  it  did.”  ing  their  churches  to  give  at  least  10  A  resolution  on  abortion  drew 

“When  you  and  Pressler  w^d  nM  vines  asked  for  a  deferment  so  the  The  year  delay  was  to  consider  percent  of  all  undesignated  receipts  discussion,  particularly  over  the 
allow  me  to  present  my  case  this  week  vegas  convention  could  concentrate  legal  ramifications  and  to  allow  Caine  to  the  (Cooperative  Program  and  phrase  calling  for  legislation  and/or 

at  your  meeting  in  ^  Vegas  and  on  the  evangelistic  efforts.  a  dunce  to  respond.  establish  a  goal  to  increase  this  a  cmistitutional  amendment  pro- 

when  Pressler  renised  my  offer  of  The  Executive  (Committee  deferred  Other  motions  which  were  referred  perc«itage  on  an  annual  basis.”  hibiting  abortions  ‘texcept  to  prevent 
free  time  on  PBS  (Pubhc  B^d-  nuking  the  recinnmen^tion  they  were  to  adopt  no  resolutions  during  A  resolution  by  Mark  Frees  <rf  the  imminent  death  of  the  mother.” 
casting  Service)  to  diMuss  the  wue  “for  a  peaceful  Convention  the  convention  in  Las  V^as,  and  to  Sledge  not  report^  out  encouraged  Some  thought  that  too  narrow.  The 

following  the  repeat  in  May  of  the  meeting  and  a  positive  witness  in  Las  recdve  and  respond  to  a  “manwial.”  sun;>ort  for  the  wwk  <rf  the  or^niza-  resolution  passed  as  written, 

doc^entai^,  I  realized  that  I  atn  up  v^gas”  until  next  year’s  convention  in  The  memorial  came  from  the  Baptist  tion  known  as  (Christian  Leaders  for  Other  resolutions  opposed  racism, 

arainst  a  si^tira  most  un-MptisL  New  Orleans.  It  cdd  not  comment  on  (Jeneral  Association  of  Virginia  vimch  Responsible  Ttelevision.  drunk  driving,  and  drugs  and 

closed  minra,  and  m  the  rarla^  of  fjjg  relative  value  of  peace  and  spoke  of  “the  present  crisis  in  S^ral  of  the  resolutions  adopted  viMoice  Others  supported  (Cl^tians 

your  host  city,  a  stacked  deck.  witnessing  in  New  Orleans.  Srathern  Baptist  life”  and  called  fw  drew  debate,  but  only  one  did  not  end  in  (China  and  personal  integrity. 

"There  is  no  way  to  get  a  fair  l^r-  Most  motions  and  resolutions  a  new  look  at  relationships  between  up  as  the  resolutions  committee  When  the  convention  meets  in  New 

ing  from  an  Executh«  (Commit^  presented  at  the  convention  never  saw  state  conventions  and  tlu  SBC  “in  wished.  Orleans  next  June,  Fred  Wolfe,  pastor 

that  has  become  a  rubb^  stamp  for  fjjjg  jj^t  of  day.  Most  motions  were  which  no  faction  —  ri^t  or  left  —  can  In  a  resolution  designating  1990  as  of  (Cottage  Hills  Church,  Mobile,  and 

a  secular  poli^ian  who  has  imected  referred  to  various  agencies  or  ruled  be  arbitrary  and  exdusionary.”  The  “International  Year  of  Bible  new  recording  secretary  (rf  the  Ex- 

tto  Christian  ^ow^p  with  the  p^-  Qyf  order.  One  messenger,  whose  ECxecutive  (Committee  had  already  ap-  Reading,”  the  committee  presented  it  ecutive  (Committee,  will  deliver  the 

tisan  tacti^  of  mali^  manipulatira  motion  was  referred  to  the  Executive  pointed  a  liaison  committee  to  res-  as  saying  that  “whereas.  Baptists  convention  sermon;  Jimmy  Jackson, 

and  im^th.  Under  his  thumb,  you  do  (Committee,  wanted  it  considered  pond  to  the  memorial.  believe  that  the  Bible  is  the  inspired  pastor  of  Whitesbi^  (Church,  Hunt- 

only  his  will.  separately.  He  would  have  asked  A  motion  asking  to  rescind  a  resolu-  written  refbrd  of  God’s  revelation  to  sville,  Ala.,.,  and  former  Executive 

“I  want  no  part  of  it.”  messengers  to  reschedule  the  presi-  tion  on  the  priesmood  of  the  believer  men  . . During  discussion  of  the  (Committee  member,  wiU  be  alternate 

Althouj^  the  matter  drew  discus-  dent’s  addre^  to  some  time  otter  adopted  by  the  1968  convention  was  resolution,  the  committee  wanted  to  John  McKay,  a  music  evangelist  from 

Sion  during  a  meeting  of  the  Ex-  than  just  before  the  vote  for  conven-  rul^  out  of  order  as  was  an  appeal  to  change  that  to  “Whereas,  Baptists  Hurst,  Ttex.,  will  direct  the  music. 


s 


WMU  Wrapup 

Weatherford  bids  farewell;"" 
Mississippian  renamed  secretary 

By  Orville  Scott  and  Joe  Westbury 


LAS  VEGAS  —  Members  of 
Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  rallied  around  the 
theme  “In  His  Name”  for  their  two- 
day  annual  meeting  as  they  con¬ 
sidered  ways  to  be  more  effective  for 
missions  at  home  and  abroad. 

Crowds  as  high  as  1,600  were  pre¬ 
sent  in  the  rotunda  of  the  Las  Vegas 
Convention  Center  as  members  of  the 
woman’s  auxiliary  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  heard  testimonies 
from  missionaries  listened  to  updates 
on  the  denominatim’s  special  mission 
offerings,  and  learned  of  countries 
which  remain  elosed  to  the  gospel 
message. 

In  her  outgoing  comments,  retiring 
executive  director  Carolyn  Weather¬ 
ford  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  said  she 
deplored  the  10-year-old  controversy 
wtdch  has  polari^  the  denomination 
and  consumed  two  thirds  of  her  tenure 
at  the  helm  of  the  nation’s  largest 
woman’s  missions  organization. 

Weatherford  drew  applause  when 
she  said,  “It  is  imperative  that,  in¬ 
stead  of  continuing  to  draw  swords 
and  choose  sides,  we  acknowledge 
that  nothing  divides  us  is  as  important 
as  that  which  binds  us  in  Christ’s 
mandate  to  go  into  all  the  world  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  all  the  people.” 


were  used  in  the  annual  processional 
of  flags  to  dramatize  the  number  of 
nations  that  are  closed  to 
missionaries. 

WMU  members  heard  ways  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  is  attempting 


to  plant  the  gospel  in  those  countries 
by  use  of  non-resident  missionaries. 

John  and  Avah  Shelby,  serving 
through  Cooperative  Services  Inema- 
tional  (CSI)  in  Hong  Kong,  gave 
testimonies  of  how  they  shai^  the 
gospel  in  such  nations.  CSI  is  spon¬ 
sor^  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Dr^ed  in  traditional  Mongolian 
clothing,  Avah  Shelby  told  how  next 
year’s  Christian  professors  will  be 
allowed  to  teach  in  universities  in 
Beijing,  China.  Doors  are  also  open¬ 
ing  for  other  Christian  professionals 
to  participate  through  similar  ex¬ 
change  programs,  “not  to  go  and 
preach,  but  to  model  the  Christian  life 
as  they  practice  their  profession. 

John  Shelby  then  asked  Southern 
Baptists  to  pray  that  a  Christian 
witness  could  b^ome  a  reality  in 
Mongolia,  which  does  not  have  a  Bi¬ 
ble  translated  in  the  national 
language. 

“Until  we  make  more  progress, 
three  million  people  will  wait  to  hear 
about  Christ,”  he  said. 

The  women  re-elected  Marjorie  J. 
McCullough  of  Alexandria,  La.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  WMU  for  1989-90,  and  Pattie 
T.  Dent  of  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  re¬ 
cording  secretary. 


Supreme  court  clears  way 
for  trial  of  Moon  church 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)  -  The 
Supreme  Court  cleared  the  way  May 
22  for  a  trial  against  the  Sun  Myung 
Moon’s  Unification  Church  for  alleg¬ 
edly  using  trickery  and  brainwashing 
to  recruit  young  members. 

Hie  Court  refused  to  hear  an  aroeal 
by  church  attorneys  who  argued  that 
the  Constitution’s  “free  exercise”  of 
religion  guarantee  protected  the 
church  in  its  proselytizing  activities. 

The  court’s^  action  leaves  intact  a 
California  Supreme  Court  ruling  that 
the  church  can  be  held  liable  for 
damages  resulting  from  lying  and 
deceit  by  its  members. 

The  suit  is  being  brought  by  two 
young  people  who  say  they  en¬ 
countered  Unification  Church 
members  on  a  San  Francisco  street  in 
1979  and  were  invited  to  spend  a 
weekend  at  a  group  farm.  David 
Molko  and  Tracy  leal  say  that  the 
church  members  initially  denied  that 
they  were  part  of  Moon’s  church,  and 
used  brainwashing  and  ‘toercive  per¬ 
suasion”  that  led  the  pair  to  join  the 
church. 

Later,  after  being  kidnapped  by 
deprogrammers,  Molko  and  Leal  re- 
noiuiced  the  church  and  Hied  a  lawsuit 
seeking  damages  for  fraud.  Th^  said 
they  had  been  intimidated  and  confus¬ 
ed  by  a  frantic  schedule  of  lectures, 
group  discussions  and  calisthenics. 

Moon’s  church  was  supported  by 
briefs  from  several  Catholic  and  Pro¬ 
testant  organizations,  which  argued 
that  the  ruling  threatens  all  organiz¬ 
ed  religions.  The  American  Baptist 
Churches,  Catholic  League  for 


Religious  and  Civil  Rights, 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  National 
Council  of  Churches  filed  a  brief  urg¬ 
ing  Supreme  Court  intervention.  An 
attorney  for  the  four  groups  said  that 
if  a  church  can  be  forced  to  pay 
damages  for  successful  recruiting,  it 
will  have  a  “serious  chilling  effect”  on 
evangelism. 

The  Court’s  refusal  to  hear  the  ap¬ 
peal  may  mean  only  that  the  Court 
wants  to  have  the  case  go  to  trial 
before  it  hears  the  case  “We’re  not  too 
surprised  they  turned  it  down,”  admit¬ 
ted  Jeffrey  Ross,  a  San  Francisco  at¬ 
torney  who  is  representing  the 
Unification  Church.  ‘They  usually 
want  to  hear  a  case  when  it’s  final.” 


Oral  Roberts  raises 
needed  millions 

TULSA,  Okla.  (EP)  -  Oral  Roberts  ^ 
says  he’s  raised  the  $11  million  need¬ 
ed  to  keep  his  ministry  alive  In  a  live 
broadcast  May  16,  Roberts  said  the 
final  $24,000  of  the  needed  mon^  had 
been  raised. 

Roberts  said  in  March  that  Oral 
Roberts  University  (ORU)  needed  the 
money  by  the  date  of  its  commence¬ 
ment  ceremony.  May  6,  or  creditors 
would  begin  to  dismantle  the  school 
and  other  related  ministries.  At  that 
time  he  said  $11  million  was  owed  to 
4,000  creditors  and  suppliers  of  his 
ministry,  including  ORU  and  the  Ci¬ 
ty  of  Faith  Medical  Center. 


Other  obstacles  on  the  horizon  for 
the  organization  include  a  weakening 
of  missions  emphasis  in  the  conven¬ 
tion,  a  declining  percentage  of  chur¬ 
ches  with  WMU  units,  and  a  resulting 
leveling  out  of  national  membership. 

As  part  of  the  final  address  to  the 
group  at  the  annual  denominational 
gathering,  Weatherford  observed  that 
SBC  leadership  “continues  to  come 
from  churches  where  the  Cooperative 
Program  is  less  than  five  percent  of 
the  total  budget  rather  than  from 
churches  where  cooperative  missions 
is  emphasized  by  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  gifts  in  the  20-30  percent 
category.” 

.  Weatherford  said  she  feared  the 
combination  of  problems  in  showing 
up  in  a  lack  of  commitment  to  the 
denomination’s  missions  pro^m  and 
will  cause  a  further  eroding  in  funding 
of  those  programs. 

In  recognition  of  her  15  years  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  organization,  Weatherford 
was  honored  for  consistently  challeng¬ 
ing  WMU  members  and  ^uthem 
Baptists  to  remain  true  to  missions. 

'The  framed  citation  was  presented 
by  Foreign  Mission  Board  President 
Keith  Parks  of  Richmond,  Va.,  and 
Home  Mission  Board  President  Larry 
Lewis  of  Atlanta. 

WMU  members  heard  Parks  report 
that  giving  to  this  year’s  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  (Dffering  jumped  almost  13 
percent  from  last  year  to  $78,776,000. 
The  total  is  the  largest  percentage  in¬ 
crease  since  1982. 

Lewis  said  it  was  too  early  to  pro¬ 
ject  the  giving  level  of  the  Annie  Arm¬ 
strong  Blaster  Offering  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions,  but  preliminary  receipts  in¬ 
dicate  a  similar  gain  for  the  offering. 

Though  both  offerings  may  show  an 
increase  this  year,  Weatherford  said 
that  neither  offering  have  met  their 
goal  since  1961.  In  ad^tion,  both  agen¬ 
cies  are  struggling  under  massive 
budget  cuts  that  threaten  the  future 
of  Southern  Baptist  foreign  and  home 
missions  efforts,  she  said. 

For  the  first  time,  black  banners 


Pastors*  Conference  wrapup 


Elliff  elected,  Rogers  speaks  of  barriers 


LAS  VEGAS  —  Encouragement, 
hope  and  guidance  were  offered  by  a 
battery  of  preachers  at  the  two-day 
Southern  Baptist  Pastors’  Conference 
for  clergymen  who  must  deal  with  the 
stresses  of  ministry. 

■  Pastors  elected  Tom  Elliff  as  their 
conference  president  without  opposi¬ 
tion.  He  is  pastor  of  First  Southern 
(Thurch,  Del  City,  Okla. 

In  the  closing  session,  former  SBC 
President  Adrian  Rogers  of  Memphis, 
l^nn.,  called  on  ^uthern  Baptist 


By  Jim  Lowrey 
preachers  to  mount  a  campaign 
against  all  forms  of  sin  and  degrada¬ 
tion  in  the  United  States  by  holding 
higher  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

“Our  job  is  to  Jift  up  the  truth  (of 
Jesus  Christ)  so  judgment,  justice, 
and  ^uity  can  enter.” 

Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  Church, 
said,  “America  is  in  serious  trouble. 
Our  days  as  the  land  of  the  free  and 
the  home  of  the  brave  are  numbered. 
We  pray,  ‘Oh,  God,  do  something.’  But 
he  doesn’t  because  sin  has  built  a  bar- 


Pastors’  conference  officers 

Ralph  Smith,  (front,  center)  pastor  of  Hyde  Park  Baptist  Church  in  Austin,  Texas, 
and  outgoing  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Pastors’  Conference,  presents  the 
organization's  new  officers:  (from  left)  Robert  Holmes,  pastor  of  First  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Henderson,  Nev.,  secretary-treasurer;  Ron  Hart,  pastor  of  First  Southern 
Baptist  Church  of  Tucson,  Ariz.,  vice  president;  and  President  Tom  Elliff,  pastor  of 
First  Southern  Baptist  Church  of  Del  City,  Okla.,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  Jeannie. 
The  Pastors’  Conference  convened,  immediately  prior  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  annual  meeting  in  Las  Vdgas.  (Photo  by  Paul  Obregon) 


and  Louis  Moore 

rier  between  this  nation  and  God.” 

Rogers  said  abortion,  pornography, 
drug  and  alcohol  abuse,  sexual  im¬ 
morality,  dishonesty,  and  other  sins 
are  responsible  for  social  and  moral 
chaos  in  the  country  today.  — 

Meanwhile,  other  speakers  urged 
pastors  to  guard  a^inst  forces  mat 
threaten  their  ministries. 

“It  is  essential  that  God’s  men  and 
women  understand  how  to  deal  with 
conflict,”  said  (Charles  Stanley,  former 
SBC  president  and  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Atlanta.  “We  are  in  a  battle 
with  Satan,  and  he  will  do  all  he  can 
to  destroy  your  ministry  and  divide 
your  church. 

“God  will  equip  you  and  give  you 
strength  to  continue,”  Stanley  said. 

When  church  members  sense  fear 
or  see  compromise,  “you  begin  to  lose 
your  place  of  leadership  and  you  lose 
respect  as  a  leader,”  he  told  the 
pastors. 

Stanley  also  warned  pastors  about 
running  from  conflict,  l^ause  it  was 
possible  they  could  run  out  of  the  will 
of  (jod.  He  added  that  it  is  not  the 
place  of  a  friend  to  seek  to  find  a  place 
for  someone  who  seems  to  be  in  the 
middle  of  a  difficult  situation.  Instead, 
he  said  the  person  should  seek  the 
leadership  of  (Sod. 

If  pastors  would  set  aside  time  to 
have  a  personal,  quiet  time  with  Clod, 
several  things  would  happen  which 
would  help  them  build  strength  and  be 
confident  in  dealing  with  conflict, 
Stanley  predicted. 

“(jrod  will  make  you  sensitive  to 
what  is  happening  in  the  situation. 
“He  will  renew  you  physically  and 
emotionally.  God  also  will  reassure 


you  of  his  presence  and  will  refocus 
attention  from  conflict  and  put  it  on 
him. 

“Keep  your  eyes  on  Christ.  When 
your  eyes  are  on  Jesus  Christ,  there 
is  nothing  you  cannot  face  victorious¬ 
ly” 

Home  Mission  Board  President 
Larry  Lewis  of  Atlanta,  challenged 
the  pastors  to  make  soul  winning  a  top 
priority  of  their  ministries. 

‘There  is  no  greater  need  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  than  for 
soul  winners.  Pastors,  deacons, 
evangelists,  and  Sunday  School 
teachers  all  need  to  be  recommitted 
to  be  soul  winners.” 

Texas  pastor  Daryl  Gilyard 
challenged  the  pastors  to  “take  your 
eyes  off  your  circumstances  ana  dif¬ 
ficulties  and  Jesus  will  bring  triumph 
out  of  your  tragedy.  Jesus  enables  us 
to  meet  whatever  challenge  we  have 
with  confidence.” 

After  a  personal  testimony  of  how 
he  never  knew  his  parents  and  lived 
five  years  under  a  bridge,  Gilyard, 
pastor  of  Shiloh  Church,  Garland, 
said,  “I  decided  that  the  only  way  to 
rise  out  of  the  mud  of  self  pity  was  to 
put  my  eyes  on  Jesus.  When  1  took  my 
eyes  off  myself  and  put  my  eyes  on 
Jesus,  a  peace  came  over  me.” 

John  Bisagno,  pastor  of  First 
CJiurch,  Houston,  called  the  pastors  to 
spiritual  renewal  as  a  step  toward 
revival  in  their  churches. 

“America  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  need  revival,”  Bisagno 
said.  “I  believe  all  the  committees  and 
disc^sions  and  analysis  are  not  go¬ 
ing  to  change  America.  Somehow,  the 
((Continued  on  page  6) 
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Forum  speaks  on  priesthood, 
awards  Carolyn  Weatherford 


LAS  VEGAS  —  Words  buttressing  a 
historic  Baptist  doctrine,  me 
priesthood  of  ^  believer,  were  heard 
with  regularity  Monday  during  the 
Southern  Baptist  Forum. 

The  forum,  which  drew  around  700, 
also  honored  Carolyn  Weatherford, 
outgoing  executive  director  of  the 
Womans  Missionary  Union,  with  its 
“Denominational  Statesperson 
Award.”  The  forum  commended  her 
for  playing  a  key  role  in  keeping  the 
Birmii^gham-based  agency  above  the 
denominational  fray. 

The  forum  heard  addresses  by  two 
non-Baptists,  Robert  Schuller,  TV 
preacher,  author  and  pastor  of  the 
Crystal  Cathedral  in  Garden  Grove, 
Calif.,  and  Fredd  Craddock,  professor 
of  New  Testament  and  preaching  at 
Emory  University’s  Unit^  Methodist 
Candler  School  of  'i’heology  in 
Atlanta. 

Two  other  forum  sp^kers  took 
direct  aim  at  a  resolution  “On  the 
Priesthood  of  the  Believer”  from  the 
Southern  Baptist  Cmvention  last  year 
in  San  Antonio. 

The  doctrine  received  “cavalier 
treatment”  from  the  resolutions  com¬ 
mittee  that  initiated  the  stance  last 
year,  charged  Molly  Marshall-Green, 
associate  dean  of  the  school  of 
theology  and  assistant  professor  of 
theology  at  Southern  Seminary. 

She  also  enunciated  several  com¬ 
ponents  of  the  priesthood  of  ^e 
believer  relevant  “in  our  Baptist  life 
today.”  Among  them :  “resistance  to 
authoritarian  pastoral  leadership.” 

Clyde  Fant,  chaplain  at  Stetson 
University,  Deland,  Fla.,  said  that 
“pulpit  popes”  who  view  themselves 
as  infallible  are  undermining  the 
priesthood  of  the  believer. 

He  noted  that  “eventually,  there  is 

SBC  Pastor’s 
Conference 

(Continued  from  page  5) 

breath  of  God  has  got  to  come  on 
Southern  Baptists. 

“If  you  really  mean  business,  put 
away  strange  gods  and  confess  your 
sins,”  Bisagno  told  the  pastors. 

Ibm  EUiff,  told  the  pastors  to  “come 
to  God  on  his  terms.  If  you  hear  his 
voice,  harden  not  your  hearts. 

“You  don’t  come  to  God  when  you 
want  to.  you  come  when  he  calls  you 
or  not  at  all,”  Elliff  said.  “God  wants 
you  to  agree  with  him  today.” 

John  Click,  pastor  of  Immanuel 
Church,  Wichita,  Kans.,  said  “A  doc¬ 
trinal  stance  has  no  impact  if  it  is  not 
baptised  in  agape  love,”  he  warned.  “A 
loveless  gospel  is  a  dead,  ineffective, 
fruitless  gospel.  It  is  no  gospel.  Stand 
your  ground,  but  stand  lovingly.” 

Another  speaker,  J.  Harold  Smith, 
president  of  Radio  Bible  Hour  Inc., 
Newport,  Tenn.,  said  he  has  “never 
been  prouder  to  be  a  Southern  Baptist 
than  during  the  last  10  years  (when 
the  SBC  has  been  engaged  in  doctrinal 
controversy). 

“I  am  proud  of  our  past  president 
and  our  present  leadership,^’  he  said. 

Ron  Hart,  pastor  of  First  Southern 
Church,  Tucson,  Ariz.,  also  was 
elected  unanimously  as  first  vice 
pi^ident.  Robert  Holmes,  pastor  of 
First  Southern  Church,  Henderson, 
Nev..,  was  elected  ^ecret^-treasurer. 


By  Art  Ibalston 

no  room  for  the  Bible  —  the  Bible  as 
it  really  is.  It’s  too  open,  too  varied” 
for  “fundamentalist  interpreters.” 

'The  believer’s-(Hiesthood  resolution 
was  adopted  by  messengers  by  about 
a  10  percent  mai^in  after  attempts 
failed  to  amend  or  refer  it  to  the  con¬ 
vention’s  Executive  Committee. 

The  resolution,  while  affirming  the 
priesthood  of  the  believer,  stated  that 
the  doctrine  “in  no  way  contradicts 
the  biblical  understanding  of  the  role, 
responsiblity,  and  authority  of  the 
pastor,”  who  is  “called  of  God  to  lead 
the  local  church.” 

The  resolution  charged  that  the  doc¬ 
trine  “has  been  used  to  justify  wrong¬ 
ly  the  attitude  that  a  Christian  may 
telieve  whatever  he  so  chooses  and 
still  be  considered  a  loyal  Southern 
Baptist.” 


The  priesthood  of  the  believer  does 
not  make  faith  “the  privatized  domain 
of  the  individual,”  Marshall-Green 
said,  nor  does  it  license  a  person  to 
say,  “Nobody  can  tell  me  what  to 
believe.” 

But,  she  said,  “no  council,  creed, 
confession,  or  presumptuous  creep 
(must)  usurp  the  position  that  belcMigs 
to  God  alone.” 

Weatherford  has  led  the  1.2-million- 
member  missions  education 
organization  for  women,  girls  and 
preschoolers  for  15  years.  She  will 
take  early  retirement  in  August  just 
before  her  marriage  to  Cincinnati 
pastor  Joe  Crumpler. 

“I  am  not  leaving  denominational 
statesmanship,”  she  told  the  forum. 
She  said  she  will  continue  to  pursue 
“a  vision  of  a  fractured  convention  be¬ 
ing  made  whole  again.” 


European  Baptists  now 
operate  Ruschlikon 


By  Stanley  Crabb  &  Art  Ibalston 


RUSCHLIKON,  Switzerland  (BP) 
—  Europeans  feel  both  gratitude  and 
“trembling  in  our  hearts”  in  owning 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  here, 
said  Knud  Wumpelmann,  general 
secretary  of  the  European  Baptist 
Federation. 

Wumpelmann’s  comments  came  as 
he  represented  European  Baptists  in 
receiving  a  symbolic  key  to  the 
Ruschlikon  seminary  from  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  Presi¬ 
dent  R.  Keith  Parks. 

The  ceremony  kicked  off  a  May 
28-30  consultation  on  the  future  of  the 
seminary,  pooling  ideas  from  67 
leaders  of  21  of  the  27  national  Bap¬ 
tist  unions  belonging  to  the  European 
Baptist  Federation. 

“Ruschlikon  is  ‘the’  Eunqiean  Bap¬ 
tist  seminary,”  Wumpelmann  said.  “It 
is  our  responsibility.  It  is  our  great 
opportunity. 

“We  ple^e  to  use  this  gift  to  the 
best  of  our  ability  that  it  may  continue 
to  serve  the  unity  of  European  Bap¬ 
tists  and  to  create  welf-equipp^ 
leadership  fw  this  continent  and  ouier 


parts  of  the  world  as  well.” 

Discussion  of  the  property  transfer 
dates  back  more  than  a  decade.  It 
flowed  from  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board’s  philosophy  that  institutions 
and  proems  should  become  “in¬ 
digenous”  or  owned,  governed  and 
sui^rted  by  overseas  Baptists  ready 
to  assume  the  responsibility. 

European  Baptist  Federation 
leadns  f(»mally  requested  transfer  oi 
the  property  when  they  met  last  fall 
with  five  Foreign  Mission  Board 
trustees  assigned  to  “listen  and  gather 
information”  about  concerns  involv¬ 
ing  the  seminary. 

Foreign  Mission  Board  trustees 
subsequently  voted  to  move  ahead 
with  the  transaction,  conditioned  upon 
efforts  to  implement  several 
recommendations. 

Among  them  were  drafting  a 
charter  to  guide  the  operation  of  the 
semin^  and  developing  a  statement 
of  biblical  principles  shared  by  Euro¬ 
pean  Baptists  “to  which  seminary 
teachers  would  subscribe” 


Evangelists’  officers 

Officers  of  the  Conference  of  Southern  Baptist  Evangelists  are  (from  left)  Larry 
McFadden,  assistant  music  director,  Orlando,  Ra.;  Alan  B.  Celoria,  music  director, 
Jackson,  Miss.;  Tom  Cox,  parliamentarian,  Mountainburg,  Ark.;  John  Box,  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  Orlando,  Ra.;  Jay  Strack,  president,  Dallas,  Texas;  and  Richard  Lee,  pastor  ad¬ 
viser,  Atlanta.  The  organization  sponsored  an  evangelistic  rally  during  the  Wednes¬ 
day  afternoon  break  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  June  13-15 
in  Lae  Vagas,  Nev.  (Photo  by  Paul  Obregon) 


“God  is  in  control,” 
directors  of  missions  hear 

By  Terry  Barone 


LAS  VEGAS  —  Southern  Baptist 
directors  of  missions  were  challeng¬ 
ed  at  their  annual  two-day  meetii^ 
here  to  help  congregations  grow 
“Great  Ckmimission”  churches  and  to 
not  let  problems  hinder  their  work 
“because  God  is  in  control.” 

Mark  Short,  executive  director  of 
the  Louisiana  Baptist  Convention, 
Alexandria,  said  when  the  majority  of 
churches  in  the  SBC  have  either 
plateaued  or  are  dying,  they  need  to 
channel  more  energy  into 
“evangelism  and  outreach”  and  less 
attention  to  “maintaining  the 
fellowship.” 

Short  said  churches  need  help  with 
“priority  planning”  in  order  to  reach 
the  unsaved,  children  and  teenagers 
enrolled  in  SBC  Sunday  Schools,  and 
non-resident  (unlisted)  church 
members. 

'The  250  directors  from  across  the 
nation  who  attended  the  conference 
preceding  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  heard  D. 
L.  Lowrie,  executive  director  of  the 
Ttennessee  Baptist  (Convention,  Brent¬ 
wood,  warn  thty  may  have  to  ‘buffer” 
for  God,  but  that  their  “suffering  will 
enhance  thO  ministry.” 

Illustrating  his  point,  Lowrie  said 
both  Lottie  Moon  and  Corrie  'Ibn 
Boom  did  “more  for  the  cause  of  God 
through  their  suffering  than  through 
their  ministry.” 

He  also  encouraged  the  directors  to 
remember  that  “you  can’t  bind  (Jod” 
and  that  he  is  in  control. 

“What  happens,”  Lowrie  said,  “is  in 
the  hands  of  God,  not  in  the  hands  of 
the  officers  of  the  SBC  or  trustees  or 
boards  or  institutions  or  me  or  you. 
What  happens  ultimately  is  in  ^e 
hands  of  (?od. 

“So,  let’s  let  be  God.  He  is  not 
weary,  discouraged  or  tired.  Our  God 
is  able.  Let’s  serve  him.” 

In  keeping  with  the  theme  of  the 
conference,  “The  Association  on  the 
Frontier,”  Mack  Smol^  president  of 
the  conference  and  dir^tor  of  mis¬ 
sions  of  the  San  Jacinto  Baptist 
Association  in  Baytown,  Texas,  en¬ 
couraged  his  fellow  directors  to  te 
pioneers  in  order  to  be  effective  in 
associational  work. 

’Ib  be  effective.  Smoke  said  picmeers 
must  have  the  courage  to  face 
obstacles  and  the  unknown,  take  the 
initiative  to  plot  a  course  others  can 
follow,  be  willing  to  make  mistakes 
and  suffer  the  consequences  and 
willing  to  be  a  stepping  stone  fw  those 
to  follow. 

F.  Russell  Bennett  of  Long  Run 
Baptist  Association,  Louisville,  Ky., 
was  elected  president,  and  Glen 
Hickey  of  Pulaski  Baptist  Association, 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  was  elected  first 
vice  president. 

Others  elected  include  Ken  Chad¬ 
wick  of  Salt  Lake  and  Rainbow  Ca¬ 
nyon  Baptist  Association  in  Utah,  se¬ 
cond  vice  president;  A.  Lawrence 
Clegg  of  Chappapeela  Baptist 
Association  in  Ponchatoula,  La., 
secretary;  Phill  G.  Hall  of  Southeast 
Iowa  Baptist  Association  in  Albia, 
Iowa,  treasurer;  Grayson  Glass  of 
Galveston  Baptist  Association  in 
Galveston,  Ihxas,  newsletter  editor; 
and  J.  R.  Blakeney  of  the  Baptist 
Association  of  Greater  New  Orleans, 
host  director,  1990. 

The  directors  voted  to  ask  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  conference  to  work  with 
the  appropriate  agencies  within  the 
convention  (SBC)  to  change  the  name 
of  Associational  Emphasis  Week  to 
Associational  Missions  Week.  The  mo¬ 
tion  was  made  by  Rtosell  Barker  of 
the  Atlanta  Baptist  Association. 

Proposed  changes  in  the  conference 


constitution  were  [xesented.  They  will 
be  discussed  and  voted  on  at  next 
year’s  meeting. 

The  conference  featured  directors 
of  missions  from  different  parts  of  the 
nation  who  gave  testimonies  as  to  how 
associations  could  be  in  the  forefront 
of  missions  and  ministry. 

At  a  first-time  worship  service 
sponsored  by  the  directors  pricH'  to  the 
beginning  of  the  conference,  $1,010  was 
collected  and  designated  for  a  new 
church  in  Las  Vegas. 

Also,  49  directors  of  missions  were 
honored  for  5, 10, 15,  20,  25,  30  and  35 
years  of  service 

Glenn  Tbomey  of  Nolachucky  Bap¬ 
tist  Association,  Morristown,  Tenn., 
was  honored  for  35  years  of  service. 

Honored  for  30  years  were  Eugene 
B.  Hager  of  South  Yadkin  Baptist 
Association,  Statesville,  N.C.,  and 
'Thomas  L.  Lewis  of  West  Union  Bap¬ 
tist  Association,  Paducah,  Ky. 

Honored  for  25  years  were  Fred  B. 
Lunsford  of  Truett  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion,  Marble,  N.C.,  and  Kenneth 
Sparkman  of  Gibson  County  Baptist 
Association,  Trenton,  Tenn. 


“Being  called 
minister  does 
not  protect” 

LAS  VEGAS  —  Southern  Baptist 
ministers  of  education  are  struggling 
with  the  reality  that  the  label 
“minister”  does  not  protect  them 
from  a  world  of  pressures,  Larry 
McSwain,  dean  of  the  school  of 
theolo^  at  Southern  Seminary,  told 
250  religious  educators  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Religious  Education  Association. 

Unfortunately,  ministers  find 
themselves  participating  in  the  “iMuns 
oi  life”  just  as  everyone  else,  McSwain 
added. 

TVying  to  fulfill  too  many  areas  of 
competency  at  one  time  causes  “role 
overload,  role  ambiguity  and  role  con¬ 
flict”  that  often  is  difficult  to  handle, 
he  said. 

“We  fail  to  care  about  ourselves 
enough  to  share  our  pains  with  each 
other,”  McSwain  said.  “Every 
minister  needs  to  find  someone  out¬ 
side  of  the  ministry  to  be  their 
“pastor’ .” 

Bill  L.  Taylor,  associate  pastor/ 
minister  of  education  at  Prestonwood 
Church,  Dallas,  said  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  are  going  through  “troubled 
waters.” 

Noting  that  57  percent  of  the  more 
than  37,000  Southern  Baptist  churches 
reported  five  or  fewer  baptisms  in  1988, 
Thylor  urged  conferees  to  look  at  role 
models  of  the  past  for  building  Sun¬ 
day  School  programs  and  increasing 
baptisms. 

In  business  sessions.  Bob  Edd 
Shotwell,  minister  of  education/ad¬ 
ministration,  Hyde  Baptist  (^urch, 
Austin,  Ibxas,  was  elect^  association 
president  for  1989-90. 

‘Last  Temptation’ 
coming  on  tape 

UNIVERSAL  CITY,  Calif.  (EP)  - 
Martin  Scorcese’s  controversial  film, 
‘The  Last  Temptation  of  (Christ,”  is 
coming  to  video  stores  June  29.  MCA 
Home  video  plans  a  very  quiet  relea^ 
.without  advertising. 
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Nominating  error 

Dear  Editor; 

It  has  been  my  privilege  this  year 
to  serve  alongside  Gene  Simmons  of 
Jackson  on  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  from  the  S.B.C.  During 
the  recent  Convention  in  Las  Vegas,  a 
subversive  event  occured  that  deeply 
grieved  me.  As  any  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Nominations  could  at¬ 
test  (i.&  June  2, 1989  supplemental  list 
of  nominees),  the  nominee  to  the 
Home  Mission  Board  from  Mississip¬ 
pi  was  a  layman  named  Jerry  Caffey. 
Mr.  Caffey  is  a  deacon  and  Sunday 
School  teacher  in  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Gulfport  and  a  bold  witness 
for  Christ.  He  has  served  as  a  staff 
person  with  Athletes  in  Action,  a 
branch  of  Campus  Crusade  for  C3uist. 

Monday  prior  to  the  opening  of  Con¬ 
vention  business  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Caf¬ 
fe’s  nand^  was  stricken  and  replac¬ 
ed  1^  Mr.  Greg  Martin  of  Long  Beach. 
NeiUier  I  nor  Gene  Simmons  was 
notified  about  this  change  When  Mr. 
Simmons  confronted  Joe  I^nolds, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Nominations,  about  the  change,  Mr. 
Reynolds  informed  him  that  a 
Mississippi  group  and  a  Jackson 
pastor  had  lobbied  for  Mr.  Martin  and 
the  sub-committee  acquiesced  to  the 
change  What  makes  this  matter  so 
distressing  is  that  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  has  a  policy  reconunen- 
dation  that  states  ‘In  no  case  shall  the 
sub-committee  nominate  a  person  to 
All  the  vacancy  without  the  knowledge 
of  at  least  one  state  member.” 

I  believe  it  is  crucial  that  we  unders¬ 
tand  that  this  issue  is  not  a  conflict  of 
credentials  regarding  either  nominee 
Both  Mr.  Caffey  and  Mr.  Martin  are 
exemplary  Christian  leaders.  What  is 
at  stidce  is  the  issue  of  trust  amtuig 
lxx>thers  and  sisters  in  Christ  Ifasub- 


conunittee  refuses  to  trust  other 
members  of  the  Committee  then  the 
whole  procedure  of  nominating  is 
discredited  and  should  be  abolished. 

May  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 
Christ  give  us  courage  to  stand  for 
what  is  right  and  compassion  to  love 
one  another  even  when  we  disagree. 

Dean  Register 

First  Baptist,  Gulfport 

The  Moyers  tapes 

Editor; 

Say  it  isn’t  so!  The  man  from  St. 
Louis  who  wrote  a  letter  in  the  June 
6  edition  of  Baptist  Record  is  not 
aware  that  in  Feb.,  1989,  Paul  Pressler, 
brought  a  resolution  to  the  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  asking  it  to  call  on 
the  SBC  to  protest  Bill  Moyers’  pro¬ 
gram,  “BatUe  for  the  Bible”  Pressler 
claimed  the  program  was  biased, 
federal  dollars  were  used  to  support 
this  program,  and  the  timing  of  the 
program  was  to  influence  one  faction 
of  the  SBC.  His  motion  was  approved. 

Subsequently,  Moyers  responded  re¬ 
questing  a  hearing  before  tlK  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  in  June  Denied 
this,  Moyers  broadcast  the  program 
on  May  21,  or  thereabout,  so  people 
could  make  their  own  jud^ent. 
Moyers  is  confident  enoug^  in  Ms  own 
integrity  and  prMessionalism  to  allow 
individual  intenxetation.  By  the  way, 
PBS  is  finant^  with  85  percent 
member  contributions,  with  only  a 
minute  portion  coming  from  public 
funds. 

Pressler  claimed  that  he  made  50 
speeches  for  the  fundamental 
takeover  in  the  late  70’s  in  one  week’s 
time  —  spending  only  three  hours  a 
week  in  his  office  and  spending  time 
in  hotel  rooms  looking  over  cases.  I 
say  the  public  can’t  afford  to  pay  a 


judge  this  M^  salary  with  such  little 
attention  to  business! 

Bill  Moyers,  may  your  tribe 
increase! 

Carolyn  Carter 
Jacksonville,  FL 

The  Moyers  tape 

Editorj 

It  is  hard  to  believe  a  person  could 
be  so  uninformed  as  to  write  such  a 
letter  as  was  in  the  June  6  issue  of  the 
Baptist  Record  concerning  Bill 
Moyers’  tape.  I  have  ordered  the 
transcripts  of  all  the  “God  and  Politics 
—  a  Kingdom  Divided”  transcripts 
and  have  studied  them  carefully.  Mr. 
Moyers  won  the  prestigious  Wilbur 
award  from  the  Religious  Public  Rela¬ 
tions  Council  for  this  series  of  pro¬ 
grams  of  wMch  “Battle  for  the  Bible” 
was  a  segment.  I  salute  Mr.  Moyers 
for  teing  a  Christian,  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  in  the  true  sense,  and  a  respected 
journalist  who  is  courageous  enough 
to  broadcast  religious  news  as  it  tru¬ 
ly  is.  I  thank  God  for  such  a  man  of 
integrity  as  Bill  Moyers. 

Frances  Land 
Ibomsuba 

Leadership  roles 

Editor; 

I  felt  there  must  be  a  reply  to  the  let¬ 
ter  entitled  “Church  role  of  women” 
in  the  last  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record, 
June  8th,  based  on  scripture. 

As  well  as  history  and  Latin,  God’s 
Word  also  states  that  “the  head  of  the 
woman  is  man.”  (I  Cor.  11;3).  “Neither 
was  the  man  created  for  the  woman, 
but  the  woman  for  the  man.”  (I  Cor. 
11;  9).  As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  a 
woman’s  desire  shall  be  to  her  hus¬ 
band  and  he  shall  rule  over  her  (Gen. 
3;16),  and  is  now  until  the  end  (Matt. 
5;18).  A  woman  should  learn  in 
quietness  and  in  full  submission,  and 
woman  should  not  be  allowed  to  teach 
or  exercise  authority  over  man.  Fbr 
it  was  Adam  who  was  first  created, 
and  then  Eve  (I  Tim.  2;11-13).  The 
woman  is  the  weaker,  and  should  be 
shown  respect  by  the  man  (I  Peter 
3;7). 


As  for  the  role  of  women,  they  are 
to  be  teachers  of  young  women,  to  be 
a  witness  by  their  behavior,  to  be 
keepers  of  the  home,  and  to  be  obe¬ 
dient  to  their  husbands  that  the  Word 
of  God  be  not  blasphemed  (Titus 
2;3-5). 

As  for  the  letter  to  Timothy  to  be 
rewritten,  so  must  much  of  God’s 
Word  for  it  to  agree  with  the  church 
role  of  women  as  stated  by  the  letter 
addressed.  Because  there  is  no  con¬ 
tradictory  statement  in  God’s  Word. 
Proverbs  30;6  states,  “Add  thou  not  un¬ 
to  his  words,  lest  he  reprove  thee,  and 
thou  be  found  a  liar.” 

So  as  CIhristian  men  we  are  respon¬ 
sible  for  fulfill^  the  leadersMp  roles 
in  our  homes  first  ( I  Tim.  3 ;  5) ,  in  our 
churches,  and  in  our  government.  If 
we  fail  to  do  so,  we  fall  into  the 
category  of  people  described  in  Isa. 
3 ;  11-12.  Let  us  not  be  so  liberal  and  idle 
as  to  let  the  word  of  God  be  changed, 
misinterpreted,  or  misunderstoc^. 
Michael  Simpson 
Clinton 

Stamps  for  food 

Editor; 

I  have  been  sending  used  stamps  to 
enclosed  address  since  I  read  about 
them  in  the  Baptist  Record  about 
three  years  ago. 

I  always  mark  “Return  postage 
guaranteed.”  I  have  not  had  any  pro¬ 
blems  until  recently.  I  decided  to 
check  for  correct  address  as  they  did 
not  acknowledge  receipts.  I  sent  a 
stamped  envelope  and  received  tMs 
notice  (yellow)  enclosed. 

Do  you  have  any  information  on 
anyone  using  cancelled  stamps  for 
benevolent  purposes? 

'There  is  a  lady  in  California  who 
collects  for  a  premature  baby  treat¬ 
ment  center.  I  believe  that  I  can  reach 
her  throu^  a  mutual  friend  unless 
you  have  information  otherwise. 

Since  I  have  a  great  many  on  hand, 
I  will  hold  for  awhile  will  not  destroy. 
Frances  M.  Wilbanks 
Walnut 

I  have  no  other  information.  This 


was  a  USPS  notice  that  the  addressee 
had  moved  and  left  no  further  ad¬ 
dress.  Sometimes  those  reports  are  in 
error.  'The  only  suggestion  would  be  to 
try  again  and  see  if  the  results  are  the 
same.  More  than  likely,  they  will  be. 
—  Editor 


The  fund  balance 

Editor; 

On  May  25  the  attached  photo  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Baptist  Record  (Earl 
Kelly  retirement  banquet).  I  believe 
there  is  a  misstatement  in  the  caption 
under  the  photo  that  needs  to  be  cor¬ 
rected.  It  says  that  “the  car,  purchas¬ 
ed  as  a  gift  for  Dr.  Kelly  was  purchas¬ 
ed  out  of  the  Board’s  fund  Glance.” 
This,  in  my  opinion,  says  that  $19,000 
was  spent  from  regular  funds, 
cooperative  fund  monies  submitted  by 
member  churches.  I’m  sure  this  is  not 
the  case.  No  one  would  doubt  the  ser¬ 
vice  that  Dr.  Kglly  rendered  to  the 
convention,  but  for  the  Board  to  use 
regular  funds  for  a  gift  is  totally 
unbelievable  and  must  not  be 
permitted. 

Thomas  W.  Williamson 

Jackson 

You  are  right.  It  did  not  come  out 
of  “regular  funds,  cooperative  fund 
monies  submitted  by  member  chur¬ 
ches.”  'The  fund  balance  is  a  reserve 
fund  that  is  separate  from  the 
Cooperative  Program  income. 

A  part  of  the  fund  balance  is  in¬ 
terest  earned  in  short-term  situations 
when  Cooperative  Program  designa¬ 
tions  are  left  in  banks  over  night  or 
over  weekends  bef<M%  they  can  be 
moved  to  their  destinations.  Such 
movements,  however,  are  never 
delayed  in  order  to  earn  interest.  The 
fund  balance  is  used  only  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee.  —  Editor 


Mississippi  recommendation  replaced  before  SBC 

By  ’Tim  Nicholas  was  unavailable  for  comment  by  some  reason,  he  was  not  going  to  ris.  “The  first  time  Jerry  Caffev’s  but  that  Martin  did  not  know  of  the 

The  nominee  suggested  by  press  time.  serve,”  said  Hferris.  name  was  mentioned  in  my  presence  Mississippi  representatives’  sugges- 

Mississippi  representatives  on  the  As  of  June  2,  (Taffey’s  name  was  on  Harris  said  that  in  conversation  was  after  I  got  back  to  Jackson.”  tion  of  Caffey. 

SBC  CommittM  on  Nominations  was  the  supplemental  list  to  be  dealt  with  with  a  layman  from  First  Church,  He  added,  “The  truth  of  the  matter  Martin  said  he  was  upset  that  an  ar- 

replaced  during  a  sub-committee  by  the  sub-conunittee  when  it  met  in  Jackson,  whom  he  declined  to  name,  is  . . .  with  the  way  the  convention  has  tide  in  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast’s 

mating  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Las  Vegas.  But  between  that  meeting  he  heard  that  no  one  was  nominated  been  in  recent  years,  the  committee  Sun-Herald  had  made  a  connection 

‘  Mississippians.  on  June  11  and  the  next  day  when  the  for  the  HMB  slot.  Harris  said  that  he  on  nominations  people  need  to  be  between  Martin’s  involvement  with 

Eugene  Simmons  of  Jackson  and  sub-committee  apparently  met  again,  wanted  a  conservative  person  on  the  there  to  defend  their  candi^tes.  I  was  conservative  denominational  politics 

Dean  Register  of  Gulfport,  Mississip-  Caffey’s  name  was  dropp^  and  Mar-  board  and  wanted  to  make  sure  that  not  making  any  attempt  to  challenge  and  the  nomination.  Martin  and  Har- 

pians  on  the  Committee  on  Nomina-  tin’s  name  added.  another  member  of  First  Church,  any  nominations  I  knew  about.”  ris  are  both  active  in  the  Mississippi 

tions,  at  the  committee  meeting  in  The  written  policy  of  the  conunittee  Jackson,  would  not  be  nominated.  He  Simmons,  who  was  not  on  the  sub-  Conservative  Baptist  Fellowship.  “I 

March,  suggested  Tommy  Vinson,  on  nominations  states  that  when  a  said  that  already  Robbie  Hughes  is  on  committee,  said  he  confronted  am  not  a  fundamentalist ...  yes,  I  am 

pastor  of  Crossgates  Church,  Bran-  person  dmlines  to  serve  or  is  other-  the  Public  Affairs  Committee,  Reuel  Reynolds  before  he  went  to  the  plat-  an  inerrantist.  Yes,  I  believe  we  have 

don,  to  serve  in  a  vacancy  on  the  wise  ineligible,  “the  subcommittee  is  May  is  on  the  committee  on  order  of  form  with  the  list  for  election,saying  some  problems  in  our  schools  and 

Home  Mission  Board.  During  that  responsible  to  nominate  a  person  to  business,  Curtis  Caine  is  on  the  (Uiris-  that  Martin  was  not  their  nominee,  they  n^  to  be  straightened  out.”  But, 

meeUng,  according  to  Register,  pastor  fill  each  vacancy,  seeking  first  to  ob-  tian  Life  Commission,  Bobby  Arnold  that  Caffey  was.  Simmons  said  he  added,  I  won’t  believe  until  its 

of  First  (Jhurch,  Gulfport,  the  chair-  tain  the  suggest^  nomination  of  both  was  the  nominee  for  Golden  Gate  Reynolds  said  a  ^up  lobbied  and  a  proven  otherwise  this  was  politically 

man,  Joe  Reynolds  of  Houston,  told  state  members  from  the  state  in  Seminary,  and  Jerry  Lee  had  just  Jackson  pastor  lobbied  for  Martin  and  motivated.” 

them  they  needed  a  layman  instead  of  which  the  vacancy  occurs,  but  in  no  gone  off  Uie  Sunday  ^hool  Board.  He  the  subcommittee  gave  in  to  the  He  said  Caffey,  formerly  on  staff  of 

a  pastor  to  keep  the  balance  of  laymen  case  shall  the  subcommittee  said  service  should  be  spread  around  change  Athletes  in  Action,  would  be  having 

and  ministers  on  the  HMB.  nominate  a  person  to  fill  the  vacancy  more.  “It  stinks,”  said  Simmons.  “It’s  just  lunch  with  him  and  Register  on  Tues- 

A  week  later,  the  two  represen-  without  the  knowledge  of  at  least  one  Harris  said  he  mailed  to  Reynolds  not  right.”  day  of  this  week  after  speaking  at  the 

tatives  agreed  on  Jerry  L^affey,  a  lay  state  member.”  a  few  days  befme  the  cmivention  a  list  “I  don’t  like  that  kind  of  politics.  It’s  Gidf  Coast  pastors’ conference  along 

member  of  First  Church,  Gulfport,  Both  Register  and  Simmons  say  of  several  su^estions  for  the  post  in-  disgusting.,”  said  Register.  “I  am  with  Register.  He  said  Caffey  is  a 

who  assented  to  serve,  as  their  they  were  never  informed  of  a  change  eluding  Martin;  P.  J.  Scott,  pastor  of  deeply  grie^  over  the  whole  matter,  friend  of  his  and  he  is  going  to  have 

nominee  and  informed  Chairman  from  their  suggested  nominee.  First  Church,  Olive  Branch;  and  It’s  a  sad,  sad  time  when  Southern  him  at  Commission  Road  for  Baptist 

Resmolds  of  their  choice.  Register  did  not  attend  the  conven-  another  person  suggested  to  him  by  Baptists  have  to  politic  instead  (rf  pray  Men’s  Day  services. 

But  the  person  listed  in  the  conven-  tion,  but  was  at  home  in  Gulfport.  Billy  Beocett,  pastor  of  Shiloh  CSiurch,  and  have  to  joexey  for  positions  in-  Martin  said  he  planned  to  accept 
tion  bulletin  and  elected  by  Simmons  attended  the  convention  as  (forinth.  He  also  left  copies  of  the  sug-  stead  of  trusting  &eir  brothers  and  service  on  the  HMB  and  ask  that  next 

messengers  to  the  HMB  from  a  registered  messenger  from  First  gestions  at  the  hotel  desk  for  sisters  in  (Thrist.”  year’s  nominating  committee  invite 

Mississippi  was  Greg  Martin,  pastor  Church,  Jackson.  Reynolds.  Martin  said  he  was  surprised  to  Caffey  to  serve  on  either  the  HMB  or 

of  Commission  Road  (I!hurch,  Long  Gerald  Harris,  pastor  of  Colonial  “I  have  never  met  Joe  Reynolds,  I  hear  that  he  had  been  named  to  Foreign  Mission  Bmrd. 

Beach.  Heights  Church,  Jackson,  said  he  never  talked  to  him  on  the  phone  I  did  replace  another  nominee.  “I  had  “Before  the  Lord,  my  wife,  and  my 

In  an  attempt  to  reconstruct  events,  heard  that  there  was  an  opening  on  not  know  that  we  were  not  going  to  nothing  to  do  with  it,”  he  said.  He  said  church,  I  haveni  done  a  thing  wrong,^’ 

the  Baptist  Record  has  spoken  to  prin-  the  HMB,  that  the  original  nomination  have  any  representatives  at  that  that  Harris  had  told  him  that  he  was  said  Martin.  “I  hope  it’s  just  a  big 

cipals,  except  for  Joe  Reynolds  who  was  Ibinmy  Vinson,  and  that  “for  meeting  from  Mississippi,”  said  Har-  going  to  suggest  Martin  for  the  post,  mistake” 


J 
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Secretary  certification 
offered  at  two  levels 


Gandy  Posey 

Basic  and  advanced  certification 
courses  are  to  be  offered  for  church 
secretaries,  Au^.  1-4  and  Aug.  1-3, 
respectively. 

nie  seminars  will  take  place  at  the 
Baptist  Building  in  Jackson.  Cost  of 
the  basic  class  is  $65;  the  advanced 
is  $15  for  a  one-time  enrollment  fee 


and  $17.50  for  each  module. 

Basic  certification,  according  to 
materials,  focuses  on  the  church,  the 
secretary’s  role,  personal  develop¬ 
ment,  records  management,  com¬ 
munication,  church  finance,  and 
organization  and  management. 

The  advanced  certification  offers 
two  of  the  four  modules  needed  to 
achieve  advanced  certification;  the 
secretary  as  a  growth  agent  and  office 
relationships  and  teamwork. 

Leader  for  the  basic  course  will  be 
Glenda  Posey,  records  and  assistant 
financial  secretary  at  Summer  Grove 
Church,  Shreveport,  La.  Donna  Gan¬ 
dy  will  lead  the  advanced  courses.  She 
is  a  consultant  for  church  secretaries 
in  the  Church  Administration  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Sunday  School  Board. 


We  need  you,  Lewis  says  to 
black  Southern  Baptists 


LAS  VEGAS  —  The  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  needs  the  help  of  bla^ 
Southern  Baptists  to  reach  lost  souls 
for  Christ,  Larry  Lewis,  president  of 
the  Home  Mission  Board,  Atlanta, 
said. 

In  an  address  to  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Black  Church  Extension 
Fellowship,  Lewis  added;  “If  we  are 
going  to  fulfill  our  Lord’s  command  to 
share  the  gospel  with 
creature  .  .  .  We  need  you.” 


every 


Focusing  on  the  text  found  in  Acts 
10;  34-35,  he  emphasized  that  “God  is 
no  respector  of  persons  .  .  .  Every 
man,  womdn,  !^  and  girl  born  into 
this  world  fe  bg^in  the  image  of  our 
God,  and  tnu?,  every  nation,  every 


ethnae  of  people  needs  to  hear  about 
Jesus. 

“There  is  nobody  outside  the  bounds 
of  God’s  love;  Jesus  died  for  the  whole 
world,”  Lewis  said. 

“If  we  are  under  the  mandate  to 
share  the  gospel  with  every  creature, 
the  Great  Commission  drives  us  into 
the  home  and  heart  of  every  human 
being,  regardless  of  his  race  or  his  col¬ 
or  or  his  ethnic  background,”  he  con¬ 
tinued.  “Our  bold  mission  thnist  to 
share  the  gospel  is  a  sincere  and  ge¬ 
nuine  commitment  to  win  souls  and 
plan  churches  anywhere  people  are  — 
regardless  of  who  they  are.” 

“We  need  you  because  black 
America  is  lost  without  you,”  Lewis 
said. 


Coopwative  Program  income 
slightly  ahead  of  1988  giving 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Year-to-date 
receipts  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
convention-wide  ministry  budget  re¬ 
main  slightly  ahead  of  last  year’s 
pace,  announced  Harold  C.  Bennett, 
president  and  treasurer  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Executive 
Committee. 

The  national  Cooperative  Program 
received  $10,853,842  in  May,  pushing 
the  year-to-date  total  to  $92,215,605, 
Bennett  reported. 

The  cumulative  total  is  slightly 
more  than  $2.2  million,  or  2.47  percent, 
ahead  of  last  year’s  pace.  That  com¬ 
pares  to  a  U.S.  inflation  rate  of  5.1 
percent. 

The  May  total  is  almost  $1.1  million. 


or  9.2  percent,  below  receipts  for  May 
1988. 

Since  the  current  fiscal  year  began 
last  October,  Cooperative  Program 
monthly  totals  have  dropped  below 
totals  for  the  same  months  the 
previous  year  five  out  of  eight  times. 
However,  this  fiscal  year’s  budget 
boasts  two  of  the  three  best  single¬ 
month  totals  in  the  budget’s  64-year 
history. 

Tb  reach  its  $145.6  million  overall 
goal.  Cooperative  Program  monthly 
re^ipts  must  average  more  than  $13.3 
million  for  the  balance  of  the  fiscal 
year.  Tb  reach  its  $137.61  million  basic 
operating  goal,  the  budget  must  take 
in  more  than  $11.3  million  each  month. 


Fellowship  of  Baptist  Men 
to  use  multi-media  promotion 


MEMPHIS,  Ttenn.  (BP)  —  Missions 
education  and  promotion  will  take  on 
a  new  dimension  in  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  as  the  National 
Fellowship  of  Baptist  Men  expands  its 
concert  series,  fellowship  leaders 
announced. 


The  fellowship  has  contracted  with 
newly  formed  Master  Communication 
Media  to  plan,  promote  and  present 
Southern  Baptist  missions  to  local 
churches  with  a  multi-media  exposi¬ 
tion  and  live  concerts.  Up  to  150  con¬ 
cert  artists  will  be  endorsed  by  the 


fellowship  to  make  the  missions 
presentation. 

The  national  fellowship,  a  ministry 
of  the  Brotherhood  Commission's 
adult  division,  recruits  missions 
volunteers  according  to  their  skills,  in¬ 
terests  and  vocations.  Fourteen 
special-interest  fellowships  have  been 
started. 

Fellowship  Director  Bob  Salley  said 
the  multi-media  exposition  produced 
by  Master  Communications  will  teach 
about  all  aspects  of  Southern  Baptist 
missions,  including  the  Cooperative 
Program  unified  budget. 


\ 


Jones  students  in 


Houston 
give  1,000  loaves  of  bread 


state  missions  aids  workSg'wiih  mis-  ■ 

Mineral  Wells  Church  sionary  Mildred  McWhorter  Ih  three 

,  centers,  the  team  was  involved  in  Bi- 
Mineral  Wells  Church,  Mineral  ble  studies,  teen  clubs,  devotionals, 

Wells,  is  building  an  educational  puppets,  drama,  evangelism,  con- 
budding  with  the  grant  in  aid  from  the  struction  work,  children  and  nursery 
Mississippi  State  Mission  Fund.  Pic-  work,  sorting  and  bagging  food  for  the 
tured,  Keith  Wilson,  member  of  the  hungry.  The  last  two  hours  the  team 
Mississippi  Baptist  Executive  Board  worked  th^r  gave  away  1,000  loaves  of 
Commit!^  is  presenting  a  check  to  bread. 

J.  E.  Williams,  pastor,  in  the  amount  “Hiysical  bread  sometimes  must  be 
of  $2,500,  the  last  of  the  grant  of  $7,500  given  before  the  bread  of  life  can  b^ 

introduced.  It  an  excellent  ser- 

Clear  Creek  (Smith) 

to  celebrate  150th  oimcmr. 

Clear  Creek  CTiurch,  Tbylorsville,  John  Sumner;  assistant  BSUdh^tor, 
will  celebrate  its  150th  anniversary  on  F^nk  Porter;  and  a  carpenter  from 
July  23.  Services  will  be  10:30-11:30  laurel  and  former  BSU  student,  Jerry 
a.m.  and  1  p.m.  A  covered  dish  ^nner  Morris.  Students  on  the  team  were 
will  be  held  on  the  grounds.  There  will  Anglin,  Pascagoula;  Kalinda 

Byrd,  Laurel;  Amy  Cameron,  Ocean 
Springs;  Chad  L^araway,  Sandersville; 

Ibnya  Craft,  Laurel;  Kevin  Jones, 

Laurel;  McKay  Pearce,  Purvis; 

Patrick  Scoggin,  Ellisville ;  and  Scott 

Walters,  Ellisville.  Scott  Walters  finds  a  new  friend 


names  in 
the  news 


Tommy  Ibpp,  MtMiroe  Associational 
Church  IVaining  director,  was  named 
Mississippi  Associational  Church 
^^^^^^^^—IVaining  Director 

year  by 


AQREiir 


Mose  Dangerfield, 
director  of  Church 
Training  for  the 
Y  '•  Mississippi  Bap- 

'  Convention 

Board.  Thpp  is  a 
member  of  First 
Church,  Amory 
^^Hand  is  senior  vice 
~  ^"president  of  the 

Tapp  Bank  of  Amory. 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.,  (BP)  —  Tim 
Yarbrough,  28,  has  b^n  named  Bap¬ 
tist  Young  Men’s  editor  by_the 
Southern  Baptist  Brotherhood  Com¬ 
mission.  He  will  be  responsible  for  all 
missions  education  curriculum 
materials  produced  for  young  men 
ages  18-34,  including  World  Mission 
Journal-Baptist  Young  Men’s  edition. 

MURFREESBORO,  N.C.  (BP)  — 
Chowan  College  trustees  elected 
Jerry  F.  Jackson  president  May  16. 

Jackson,  M,  vice  president  for 
development  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  will  begin  his 
tenure  Aug.  3.  He  will  succeed  Bruce 
E.  Whitaker,  who  is  retiring  after  32 
years  as  president  of  the  North 
Carolina  Baptist-related  institution. 


GMXFOUiraS 


Looking  for  something  new 
for  your  church  group  to  do? 
Come  to  the  Eureka  Springs 
flf  North  Arkansas  Raiiway  for 
the  fun  and  excitement  of  a 
real  steam  railroad  show. 
Take  an  excursion  train 
ride  through  the  Ozark  / 
countryside.  Tour  our 
yard  for  a  look  at  a  j 
living  railroad  mu-  f' 
seum.  Enjoy  a  meal  V 
aboard  our  Eurekan  ' 

Dining  Car  for  break¬ 
fast,  lunch  and  dinner. 


It's  a  great  nostalgia  trip 
for  seniors  in  your  group.  A 
wonderful  introduction  to 
America's  historic  trains  for 
those  too  young  to  remem¬ 
ber.  ESdfNA  is  clean,  whole- 
some  entertainment  for 
families  and  groups. 

For  reservations  or 
9|^E\  more  information, 

A  1  contact:  ESflfNA 
Railway,  P.O.  Box 
^101,  Eureka  Springs. 
AR  72632;  (501) 
253-9623  or  253-9677. 


Prices,  schedules  and  equipment  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


Medicare^  New  ‘^Catastrophic  Gap^ 

coverage  which  starting  January  1, 1989,  was  designed  to  pay  more 
of  your  medical  expenses.  This  was  supposed  to  make  your 
Medicare  Supplement  cheaper.  However,  AARP  and  most  other  In¬ 
surance  companies  raised  their  rates.  (As  much  as  70H  higher). 

OUR  Medicare  Supplement  costs  less  than 
AARP  and  gives  you  thousands  of  dollars  a  year 
more  protection. 

Take  a  look  at  our  new  100%  Medicare  Supplement.  Pays  100% 
of  doctor  and  medical  expenses  above  medicare  approved  charges. 
Rated  best  Medicare  Supplement  in  the  nation  by  Consumer 
Report  June  1989. 

For  complete  information  to  compare  with  your  present  coverage, 
call  Mr.  Crawford  at  829-2060  or  send  coupon  to: 

CRAWFORD  AGENCY 

P.  O.  Box  747 

RIdgeland,  Mississippi  39157 


Amends  Burton,  member  of  Colonial 
Heights  (Jackson),  received  her  Girl  Scout 
God  and  Family  Award  on  May  28,  dur¬ 
ing  the  evening  service.  Pictured  with 
Amanda  are,  from  left,  Gerald  Harris,  Col¬ 
onial  Heights’  pastor,  and  her  parents,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Burton.  Mrs.  Florence 
Cooper  is  her  troop  leader. 


Address. 


Phone. 


Devotional 
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Staff  changes 


The  Master  Designer 


Woodville  Heights  Church,  Jackson,  Glenn  Kelly  has  accepted  a  call  as 
has  recently  called  pastw  to  Temple  Church,  815  McCluer 
Dwayne  Sims  as  Road,  Jackson,  effective  June  4.  He  is 
minister  of  educa-  the  former  pastor  of  Oak  Grove  in 
Hjpi^^^^Btion  and  outreach.  Simpson  County.  He  attended 
1^^  ^^^^^Bsims  last  served  Mississippi  College  and  is  a  graduate 
Suburban  Church,  of  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

W  New  Orleans.  He  is 

A  !  graduate  of  Delta 

University 

Orleans  ^  ^ 

•  Seminary.  )  S 


Sunrise  Church,  Petal,  has  recent¬ 
ly  called  Robert  and  Wanda  Fennell 
as  music/youth  directors.  Robert  will 
be  a  senior  music  major  this  fall  at 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Dennis  R.  Jones  accepted  the  pas- 
torate  of  State 
Boulevard  Church, 
Meridian, 
began  his  ministry 
(Ml  Sunday,  May  28. 
V  Jones  is  a  grad- 

uate  of  New  Or- 
leans  Seminary. 
H  '  He  goes  to  State 

Boulevard  from 
ft  Parkview  Church, 

Morehead  City, 


Billy  G.  Johnson 
Ephesians  2:10 

A  visiting  friend  of  a  skilled  craftsman  observed  one  day  as  his  friend  us¬ 
ed  his  imaginative  mind  and  skillful  hands  to  form  a  beautiful  pnxluct  out 
of  a  piece  of  wood.  The  visiting  friend  tliought,  “God  is  like  that.  He  is  able 

f  to  take  a  human  being  and  make  that  human  being  into  a 
1^^  beautiful  life.  God  is  a  Master  Designer.” 

Paul  thought  of  God  in  this  way  when  he  said,  “We  are 
his  workman^p,  created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  go<)d  works” 
(Ephesians  2:10).  The  Greek  word  translated  “workman- 
)  ship”  is  a  word  which  means  creation,  handiwork,  or  poem. 
The  believer  is  the  workmanship  of  God’s  grace.  In  the 
passage  prior  to  verse  10,  Paul  describes  the  product  with 
IK^ft  which  works  in  a  number  of  ways. 

God  has  an  imp^ible  product  with  which  to  work.  Paul 
describes  us  as  being  ‘tlead  in  trespasses  and  sins.”  He  pic- 
Johnson  ^  being  dominated  the  world,  and  the  devil  and 

as  walking  according  to  the  pattern  of  this  world.  However, 
Paul  declares  that  G<m]  has  something  more  than  an  impossible  product  with 
which  to  work;  he  has  an  incredible  power  with  which  to  design.  God’s  in¬ 
credible  mercy  prompts  the  power  of  God  to  save  us  rather  than  destroy  us. 
The  power  of  G^  changes  our  lives  and  makes  us  into  the  vessels  he  wants 
us  to  be.  He  “(luickens  us  together  with  Christ”  and  raises  us  to  “sit  together 
in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus.” 

Tlie  indomitable  purpose  which  God  seeks  to  accomplish  with  this  impossi¬ 
ble  product  with  which  he  works  is  that  we  would  be  ediibitions  of  his  grace. 
Just  as  every  designer,  artist,  craftsman  enjoys  displaying  his  products  as 
example  of  his  work,  so  we  are  trophies  of  (^’s  grace.  He  points  to  us  and 
says  to  the  world  and  the  devil,  “See  him,  he  is  an  example  of  my  grace.”  Let 
us  seek  to  be  worthy  examples  of  his  workmanship. 

Johnson  is  pastor,  Dixie  Church,  Hattiesburg. 


- \Mnvo\ms 

ANDREW  C.  YOUNG 

pearl  river  glass  studio 
Jackson.  MS  (601)  353-2497 


First  Church,  Tchula  has  called 
Joey  Wilkinson  as  summer  minister 
of  music.  Wilkinson  is  a  recent 
graduate  of  Yazoo  City  High  School 
and  will  pursue  studies  in  music  at 
Ole  Miss  this  fall.  He  has  been  involv¬ 
ed  in  the  music  and  youth  programs 
at  First  Church,  Yazoo  City. 

Doug  Christy  has  accepted  a  call  as 
pastor  to  New  Prospect  ^urch,  luka. 
He  is  Uie  former  pastor  of  Cross 
Byram  Church,  Jackson,  will  have  Roads  C:hurch  in  Webster  County. 
Vacation  Bible  School,  June  26-30, 
from  9  a.m.-noon  for  ages  3-12,  and 
from  7-9  p.m.  for  youth  grades  7-12. 

There  will  be  a  sp^ial  parade  June 
24  at  10  a  m.  James  D.  Whittington  is 
pastor. 

Woodville  Heights  diurch,  Jacks(m, 
will  celebrate  its  30th  anniversary  on 
June  25.  Sunday  School  will  be  at  9:15 
a.m.  and  wiMship  service  at  10:30  a.m. 

Philadelphia,  ( Lafayette) :  June  Sebastopol,  Sebastopol:  June  25-29;  A  covered  dish  lunch  will  be  served  at 
25-28.  Sun.  services,  11  a.m.  and  7  11  a.m.  and7  p.m.  daUv;  Steve  West,  noon.  The  7  p.m.  worship  service  will 
p.m.;  M<m.-Wed.,  7:30  p.m.;  Bob  evangelist  from  Hillsboro;  John  be  a  patriotic  musical  program 
Hamblin,  Tupelo,  evangelist;  Eddie  Sharp,  pastor;  Susan  Horton,  music.  “Liberty”  presented  by  the  youth 
TlMHnpson,  Merest,  New  Albany,  Smith:  June  25-30;  Sunday,  choir  of  Morrison  Heists  Church, 

music;  H.  L.  Barnes,  Jr,  pastor.  worship,  11  a.m.;  lunch  following;  (Hinton. 


Jones 


the  Record 


NOW!  JOIN  MULTITUDES  OF 

COMPUTERIZED  CHURCHES 

EASILY  &  AFFORDABLY  WITH  THE 


Revival  dates 


MEMBERSHIP  •  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  •  PROSPECTS  •  FINANCIAL  •  STEWARDSHIP 
MAIL  MERGE  •  CHOIRS  •  ACTIVITIES  •  FAMILY  MINISTRY  •  AND  MUCH  MORE 
FULLY  IBM  COMPATIBLE 

CALL  FOR  30  DAY  EVALUATION 

Identical  Multi-User  and  Single-User  Versions 

QUALITY  INSTALLATION.  TRAINING  &  SUPPORT 
ON-SITE  DEMONSTRATION 


Mt.  Creek,  Florence:  June  25-29; 

Steve  Mize,  Monticello,  Ark.,  ^5* nlfil 
evangelist;  Curtis  (barter  and  Cindy  Bogan,  pastor. 

Blaine,  music;  Sunday,  regular  ser-  RpVIVPlI  FPSUltS 
vices,  lunch  at  church:  7:30  D.m.  each  t'^vivai 
night;  Les  Hughes,  pastor. 

Springfield,  evangelist;  Sandy 
fn’ Springfield,  soloist;  Tracy  Hipps, 

,«V;  54  deacon,  ^de 

lessor  at  New  Orleans  Seminary,  innQ 

evangelist;  Gary  A.  White,  pastor.  I  lUi  I  1 1 II 

Good  Hope  (Leake):  June  25-30; 

regular  times  on  Sunday;  10:30  a.m.  Palestine,  Harrisville:  June  25; 
and  7:30  p.m.  during  the  week;  Robert  Andrews,  pastor,  speaker  for 
Charles  Broome,  pastor,  Rocky  Hill,  morning  worship  service;  lunch  serv- 
(Smith),  evangeUst;  Mark  Gunn,  ed  in  fellowship  hall  following  ser- 
director  of  music;  Brenda  Chennault,  vices;  afternoon  singing  and  business 
pianist ;  Odell  Ttebo,  pastor.  meeting ;  offerings  oi  the  day  wiU  go 

for  cemetery  fund. 

Knoxo  (Walthall):  June  25-28;  Sun-  u  i  ne 

day,  reg^ar  services  with  dinner  ^*^1  PHli 
sef^rMon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  John  D.  Sundays^,  10;  dedicabons^ce, 

WUton,  pastor,  teacher  and  evangelist  Jl  «  ™  remodeled  saiK- 

of  Lonk^ch,  guest  speaker;  Paul  ‘“H';  Don  StonfiU,  ^tor  of  mis- 
SmithT^pastor.  sioiis,Mar^-la£aj^As^tion, 

^  guest  speaker;  lunch  following  mor- 

Leaf  River  (Smith):  June  28>July  2;  ning  services:  afternoon  services  will 
Ken  Jordan,  pastor,  diewalla  Chuitdi,  be  a  time  of  singing;  Jimmy  Smith, 
(Hiewalla,  l^nn.,  evan^list;  Wed.-  pastor. 

Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Sunday  sorvices,  Sunday  _ ^  ^  ^  ^ 

School,  10  a.m.,  worsUp,  11  a.m.,  Mt  Nebo,  CoUinsvUle  (New^): 
covered  dish  lunch,  Rouse  Familv,  June  25;  cellar  mom^  servic^; 
Lumberton,  singing  at  l:30ixm.;^  Iuik*  served  at  noon  m  fellcwsbip 
HoUoman/pas^  -  toU;  1:30  p.m  seryic«^  special  sing- 


AMIC 


CALL  TOLL  FREE 
1-800-332-AMIC 

1110  Montlimar  Orive.  S  MO 
Mobile  AL  36609 


MICRO  SERVICES,  INC 


MAJOR  HOSPITAL  INSURANCE 

NOW  AVAILABLE 

EVEN  IF  YOU  HAVE  HAD  HEALTH  PROBLEMS 
No  Riders  On  Past  Health  Conditions 

MAJOR  HOSPITAL  INSURANCE  COVERS: 

High  Blood  Pressure,  Diabetes,  Heart  or  Circulatory 
Disorders,  Heart  Surgery,  Stomach  Ulcers,  Hernia, 
Gallbladder  Disease,  Eye  Conditions,  Skin  Cancer, 
Interna)  Cancer  (If  no  treatment  in  last  6  months), 
Diverticulitis,  Lung  Diseases,  Back,  Joint,  or  Bone 
Disorders,  Cystic  Fibrosis,  Lupus,  Parkinson’s 
Disease,  and  many  other  conditions. 

'  BENEFITS: 

Policy  pays  for  Hospital  R(X)m,  Hospital  Miscellaneous,  Surgeon, 
Ass’t.  Surgeon,  Anesthetic,  Intensive  Care,  Out-Patient  Hospital 
Benefits,  Private  Duty  Nursing,  and  Ambulance. 


YOUTH  DIRECTORS  —  Make 
reservations  for  your  group  at  “All 
Night  Skate”  August  4  during  Youth 
Night  in  Jackson.  Lakeland  Skat¬ 
ing  Center,  (601)  632-5323. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  36301.  Since  1866.  Phone  (661) 
663-44S1. 


Weekend  calls  accepted 
Jackson  —  373-8791 
Out  of  town  dial  free  1-8(X)-844-8971 


Please  sdnd*  me  additional  information.  I  understand  there  is 
no  cost  or  obligation. 

Name  _ 


Senior  adult 
corner 


WATER  PARK  RETREAT  — 
Swimming,  giant  waterslides,  pntt- 
pntt,  paddle  boats,  pknic/camp- 
ing.  (Srili/tables  provided.  Open 
daily.  Pep’S  Point,  Hwy  46  North, 
Hattiesburg.  Group  rates,  (601) 
582-8461. 


Address 


EAGLE  MOTORCOACH.  46 
passenger,  4  speed  manual.  Model 
16  caps  front  and  rear,  new  up¬ 
holstery,  reclining  seats  with  ad¬ 
justable  head  and  foot  rests.  Call 
John  Cline  601/681-6666. 


Phone. 


Welch,  Wilson  Agency 
P.  O.  Box  6985,  Jackson,  MS  39282-6985 
In  Jackson  over  25  yoara 


northAmerican 


International  festival  planned 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Key  Leader  Seminar;  Baptist  Building;  9:30  a.m.-3:30  p.m, 
(EVAN) 


National  Acteens  Convention 
open  to  2,000  more  registrants 


Music  minister 
dies  at  age  37 

David  McArthur,  37,  died  suddenly 
on  May  16  at  his  home  in  Decatur, 
Alabama,  after  suffering  a  massive 
heart  attack.  He 
had  been  music 
director  at  West- 
meade  Baptist 
Church,  Decatur, 
for  seven  years. 

Native  of  Moss 
Point,  Miss.,  he 
had  served  as 
music  and  youth 
director  at  Cal¬ 
vary  (Church,  Way¬ 
nesboro;  Chunky 
Church,  Chunky;  and  churches  in 
north  Alabama.  Before  going  to 
Westmeade  he  was  in  music 
evangelism  for  five  years. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Nancy, 
and  three  daughters,  Amy,  Dana,  and 
Mindi. 


Golden  Gate 
graduates  II 


By  Susan  Ibdd 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  —  Registra-  Admission  to  all  convention  ac-  will  sell  a  variety  of  international 
tion  for  the  National  Acteens  Conven-  tivities  will  be  limited  to  registrants,  foods, 
tion  is  within  2,000  of  the  cutoff  “In  Harmony”is  the  theme  of  NAC. 
amount  of  15,200,  according  to  During  daily  small-group  Bibles 
Southern  Baptist  Woman’s  Mis-  studies,  the  girls  will  focus  on  dif- 
sionary  Union  otticials.  ferent  ways  to  be  in  harmony  with 

NAC,  schemed  for  July  12-15  in  San  self,  with  (jiod  and  with  others.  mances  in  a  talent  show.  The 

Antonio,  Texas,  is  for  Acteens,  Six  general  sessions  will  be  held  ii 
memtereofthemi^ioiKoi^nization  ^,0  Henry  B.  Gonzalez  Conventioi 
for  girls  m  grad^  7-12  in  local  Center.  Among  featured  home  an< 

If .  foreign  missionaries  will  be  Mildret 
E^dline  for  NAC  registration  by  McMiorter  and  Giles  and  Wana  Ann 
mail  IS  June  26.  Registration  forms  p^j.^  subjects  of  two  biographie 
must  be  postmarked  by  that  date.  pr^uced  by  WMU 
Registration  forms  are  available  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

from  state  WMU  offices  and  in  the  Contemporary  Christian  Irtish 
January  1989  issue  of  Accent,  the  Ac-  J^rla  W<M*ley  and  Chw^  Maxwell  wil 
teens  magazine.  A  fee  of  $40  per  per-  be  guest  m^icmns  and  will  give  con 
son  must  accompany  each  registra-  ®®®**  Scott  Sonteg,  mmistei 
tion  form.  ^  singles  and  youth  at  the  Interna 

If  there  are  any  places  left  after  the  tional  Baptist  Chureh  of  Stuttgart 
June  26  forms  are  processed,  the  West  Germany,  will  direct  the  music 
registration  will  continue  on  a  first-  La  Villita,  a  restored  village  ir 
come,  first-served  basis  at  the  conven-  downtown  San  Antonio,  will  be  the  siU 
tion  all  day  on  July  12  and  until  noon  of  an  international  festival  on  Thurs 
on  July  13.  day  night.  More  than  30  food  vendors  Bank 


MILL  VALLEY,  Calif.  (BP)  - 
Golden  Gate  Seminary  graduated  112 
Music,  drama  and  dance  from  students,  one  of  the  largest 
countries  around  the  world  will  be  graduating  classes  in  the  school’s 
peformed  throu^out  t^  village  Ac-  history,  during  its  41st  annual  spring 
teens  will  be  invited  to  join  the  perfor-  commencement  May  26. 

Three  students  with  ttes  to 
..1  Mississippi  received  degrees.^ 
ing  NAC  registration  will  be  Ernest  C.  Brunson,  bwn  in  Jackson, 

received  the  doc¬ 
tor  of  philosophy 
degree  in  histcaical 
theology  during 
the  May  26  service 
Jerry  St.  Jirfm. 
earned  the  doctor 
of  ministry  de^iee 
He  was  a  mis¬ 
sionary  to  the  deaf 
in  Mississippi 
from  1963-1974. 
Jeffrey  A. 
Barnes,  a  graduate  of  WUham  Carey 
College,  received  the  master  of  divinity 
degree. 

Ho'schel  H.  Hobbs,  pastor  emeritus 
of  First  Church,  OUahoma  City, 
presented  the  commencement  ad¬ 
dress,  “Magnify  Your  (falling.” 

Hobbs  tmd  graduates  th^  must 
magnify  their  ministry  by  ap¬ 
preciating  the  privilege  to  minister 
and  having  the  proper  understanding 
of  how  to  function  as  “career 
ministers.’’ 

into  a  church.  pastor  was  put  under  surveillance  by 

But  Vasile  Thlpos,  former  general  the  secret  police,  the  Securitate.’’  "D  J  •  J  a. 

secretary  ot  the  ^ptist  Union  of  Keston  said  authcaities  blocl^  off  xxO&Cl  ApGlCldltS 
Rmnania  and  current  president  of  the  surrounding  streets  May  31  and  us^  •  rpi  *1  i 

European  Baptist  Federation,  claim-  heavy  machinery  to  demolish  the  HI  J-  HflllAllCl 

ed  the  church  never  sought  a  building  church.  “Even  trees  were  uprooted  i  •  .  i  ‘ii 

permit.  and  the  ground  was  plowed  up.  I)l££CSt  KlilCF 

According  to  Keston  College,  the  Flowers  were  reportedly  planted,  so 
congregation  fashioned  the  house  in-  that  thoe  was  no  sign  that  the  chiuxdi  Road  accidents  continue  to  top  the 
to  a  200-seat  church  that  was  “slight-  had  ever  stood  on  the  site.’’  list  as  the  biggest  killer  in  Thailand, 

ly  bigger  than  had  initiaUy  bran  ’Ihlpos  said  such  church  demditimis  according  to  deputy  public  health 
agreed,’’  but  it  “paid  fines  for  this  and  do  not  occur  often.  The  last  time  a  minister  Prasong  Buranapong.  Heart 
believed  the  question  was  settled.”  A  Baptist  congregaticMi  lost  a  building  dise£^  and  cancer  take  second  and 

dedication  ceremony  was  held  last  bemuse  it  failed  to  obtain  a  permit  third  places  in  Thailand,  respective- 

fall.  was  three  or  four  years  ago,  Iw  said,  ty-  (Thailand  is  about  the  size  o[  North 

However,  new  leaders  who  took  of-  No  one  was  arrested  in  the  incident.  Carolina  and  South  Carolina 
fice  in  Comanesti  declared  in  March  The  Baptist  Union  includes  about  combined.) 

that  the  church  had  been  built  without  1,000  churches  with  200,000  members  Records  show  that  232,968  people 
proper  authorization  and  ordered  it  in  this  country  of  23  million  people  were  killed  in  road  accidents  in  1987. 
demolished,  the  college  reported.  A  300-seat  church  was  dedicate  a  Deputy  Buranapong  added  that  the 
“The  church  was  sealed  the  month  ago  and  an  800-seat  church  traffic  death  toll  in  1968  surpassed  this 
authorities  on  several  occasions  to  opened  last  year.  The  Baptist  level. 

prevent  the  congregation  (from)  Seminary,  he  added,  received  permits  Road  accidents,  which  are  called 
meeting  inside,  and  police  tried  to  to  repair  and  renovate  its  two  the  traffic  disease  in  Thailand,  are 
br^k  up  gatherings  outside,”  a  news  buildings,  which  were  damaged  in  an  caused  ^  four  main  reasons,  accor- 
^  ....  ding  to  Buranapoi^:  poor  knowledge 

of  traffic  r^ulations,  drunken  driv¬ 
ing,  the  taking  of  drugs  such  as  am¬ 
phetamines,  and  the  vehicle  being  in 
poor  condition. 

“nease  pray  for  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  in  Thailand  who  do  a 
tremendous  amount  of  traveling  in 
connection  with  their  work,”  asfe 
—  Half  the  winter  population  of  the  Maxine  Stewart,  press  representative 
desert  resort.  The  Webbs  make  for  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in 
hospital  visits,  teach  Bible  studies  and  Thailand.  ‘The  missionaries  are 
lead  the  senior  adults  in  ministry  pro-  grateful  for  the  vehicles  supplied  for 
jects  within  the  community.  “Many  of  thier  work  by  the  Foreign  Mission 
our  senior  residents  have  found  (Christ  Board  and  for  funds  to  help  keep  them 
as  savior,  and  ;Ot|)ers  have  found  a  in  good  repair.” 


McAurthur 


Brunson 


In  Romania 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pries,  binding  and  styls  to  moat  avary 
naad.  Quality  workmanship  guarantoad. 
Whta  for  illustratad  prica  foldar. 
"/ntornaffona//y  known  apocMitta" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


BUS  SUPPLY  CU.  INC. 

McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 


Confused  About  Life  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  the  most  Ufa  Insuranca 
tor  the  laast  amount  of  monay? 
Example:  Mala,  60,  iMMi-smokar 

$100,000 

For  only  $32.56  par  mo. 

Call  Don  Mahaffay 
9:30am  to  4:30pffl  ET  Mon.-FrI. 
Toll  Fraa  1-800-367  S492 


HMB  appoints  first  senior  adult  consultants 


"The  Phuio  Place" 

Select  your  new  or  used  piano  from 
our  li^  slock  of  famous  name 
brands.  Save  substanHaUy  on  spbtcl, 
console  or  baby  graitd  piafws. 

fbetsfy  aafbor^nf  dadrrs  jbr? 
S*timm^atUmml*iamtall»mtraa^ 


Bob  Wootan 

Moving  A  Btorago,  age 

Jackson,  MS 
Collect  (601)  922-1241 
Complete  aehflee. 


.ompeny 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


Life’s  greatest  choice:  Joshua’s  challenge  to  Israel 


By  Gary  Berry 
Joshua  24:14-22,  2^27 

The  most  crucial  decision  anyone  will  ever 
make  is  whether  to  trust  God  and  serve  him. 
That  is  a  choice  everyone  makes.  According  to 
Jesus,  no  one  can  claim 
neutrality.  One  either 
chooses  or  chooses  to 
reject  him. 

Joshua  confronted  his  peo¬ 
ple  with  the  necessity  of 
choosing  whom  they  would 
serve  (verses  14-15).  The 
choice  to  fear  (kxl  and  serve 
him  required  putting  away 
all  former  gods.  Choosing  to 
Berrv  follow  God  and  serve  him 
alwa}^  carries  the  demand 
to  forsake  everything  which  would  occupy  God’s 
rightful  place  of  [»iority.  Whenever  one  decides 


UNIFORM 

to  follow  Christ  today,  he  must  also  decide  to 
“deny  himself  and  take  up  his  cross.” 

There  was  no  hesitant  or  half-hearted  com¬ 
mitment  from  Joshua.  He  didn’t  wait  to  see 
which  way  the  wind  of  fashion  or  opinion  would 
blow.  His  mind  was  made  up:  “As  for  me. and 
my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord.”  That  is  the 
kind  of  bold  witness  and  bold  example  which 
God  can  use  to  produce  results. 

In  response  to  Joshua’s  declaration  about  his 
intentions,  all  the  people  declared  their  faith  in 
God.  They  recalled  ^st  deliverances  of  God 
(verses  16-18).  Th^  emphatically  denied  any 
intention  of  forsaking  the  Lord  or  being  disloyal 
to  him. 

Joshua  warned  his  people  that  to  forsake  the 


Lord  to  serve  other  gods  would  invite  certain 
disaster  (verses  1&-20).  "nje  response,  “You  can¬ 
not  serve  the  Lord,”  must  have  caught  their  at¬ 
tention.  Joshua  wanted  Israel  to  be  absolutely 
sure  they  understood  the  seriousness  of  the 
solemn  promise  they  had  just  made. 

It  would  be  appropriate  even  today  if  people 
were  confronted  more  often  with  the 
seriousness  of  their  “commitments”  to  God. 
How  easy  it  is  to  vow  that  we  will  do  something 
for  God,  but  when  it  comes  to  implementing 
that  decision,  there  is  little  ability.  Alan  Red- 
path  is  correct  when  he  says  that  “the  urgent 
need  in  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  today  is  to 
learn  how  to  deal  with  the  tragic  discrepancy 
between  our  profession  and  our  experience.” 

Joshua  reminds  the  people  that  to  provoke  the 
jealousy  of  God  by  wilful  sin  and  disobedience 
cannot  be  dealt  with  lightly.  Forgiveness  of  sins 


is  not  something  which  comes  on  demand.  The 
fact  that  any  sin  is  forgiven  is  explained  by  the 
grace  of  (Jod.  Nobody  should  presume  upon  the 
grace  of  God. 

Despite  his  warnings  to  them,  the  people  reaf¬ 
firmed  their  choice  to  serve  the  Lord  (verses 
’21-22).  Joshua’s  challenge  served  to  enhance  the 
response  of  these  people  to  serve  God. 

As  an  act  of  confirming  their  choice,  Joshua 
set  a  stone  as  a  witness  to  their  decision  to  serve 
God  (verses  26-27).  The  stone  will  be  a  silent 
witness  to  what  God  has  spoken  and  to  what  the 
people  have  decided.  It  is  always  good  to  "drive 
down  a  stake”  whenever  a  significant  commit¬ 
ment  to  God  is  made. 

Now  is  the  only  time  one  may  choose  to  follow 
or  to  reject  God’s  Son.  You  may  not  have  the  lux¬ 
ury  of  a  tomorrow.  "Today  is  the  day  of  salva¬ 
tion  . . .”  Choose  today  to  follow  him. 

Berry  is  pastor.  Temple,  Hattiesburg. 


Strength  gone,  Samson  reaps  sin’s  results 


By  Greg  Martin 
Judges  16:l»-22,  28-30 

Samson  is  perhaps  the  most  celebrated  judge 
in  Israel’s  history.  Young  bo>«  marvel  at  the 
stories  of  his  strength.  Romantics  enjqy  reading 
about  his  love  for  Delilah. 
Soldiers  are  entertained  by 
his  ability  as  a  warrior. 

The  story  of  Samson  is  no 
doubt  an  intriguing  one. 
However,  underneath  all  the 
glitter  and  glory  of  a  super¬ 
man  is  the  story  of  a 
believer’s  problems  and 
dealings  with  sin.  From 
Samson’s  life  we  learn  that 
,  sin  diminishes  our  ex- 
Maitui  ;  perience  of  God’S  power  and 
weakens  our  capacity  for  service. 

The  narrative  for  our  lesson  begins  with  Sam¬ 
son  asleep  in  the  lap  of  Delilah.  For  days  this 
beautiful  Philistine  woman  had  been  trying  to 
discover  the  secret  of  Samson’s  strength.  With 
his  gr^t  power  he  had  destnq^d  much  of  the 
Philistine  control  over  Israel.  The  end  of  his 
strength  would  mean  victory  for  the  Philistines. 

At  last  Samson  ^ve  in  and  told  Delilah  the 
truth  about  his  hair  and  strength.  He  explain- 
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ed  that  he  was  a  Nazarite  and  thus  his  hair  had 
never  been  cut.  He  explained  that  the  seven 
locks  of  hair  were  the  secret  to  his  strength. 

As  Samson  slept  in  the  lap  of  Delilah,  she  had 
his  hair  shaved  off.  She  bound  him  with  a  rope 
and  then  woke  him  up  to  see  if  he  had  inde^ 
lost  his  strength.  Samson  arose  but  was  as  weak 
as  any  man.  The  soldiers  came  in  to  the 
Philistine  house  and  captured  Samson.  They 
gouged  out  his  eyes  and  led  him  to  a  prison  in 
Gaza. 

Many  examine  Samson’s  life  and  chide  him 
for  desii^pg^ap  pngqdly  woman  who  worship¬ 
ped  pagan  gods.  Tt:^  rebuke  him  for  letting  his 
passion  for  Delilah  overrule  his  passion  for 
Irving  God.  While  Samson  was  guilty  of  ram¬ 
pant  hedonism,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
subtle  sins  like  slothfulness,  lack  of  self-control, 
and  gre^  were  also  contributors  to  his  fall. 
From  this  narrative  we  see  how  all  sinful  self- 
indulgences  hinder  us  from  serving  God. 

Verse  20  repixls  that  after  Samson’s  head  had 
been  shaven  that  the  Lord  departed  from  him. 
Samson  was  in  a  pitiful  position.  He  lost  his 


strength,  the  girl  he  loved,  his  respect,  and, 
most  of  aU,  his  fellowship  with  God.  Oh,  that 
we  could  learn  that  sin  reaps  the  same  crop  in 
the  twentieth  century.  It  impedes  our  Christian 
growth  and  communion  with  (Jod. 

With  Samson’s  strength  gone,  he  was  left 
totally  at  the  mercies  of  his  enemies.  As  our  text 
reveals,  the  Philistines  were  not  very  merciful. 
In  the  Gaza  prison  they  chained  the  one  time 
strong  man  to  a  grinder  wheel.  There  Samson 
was  left  to  pay  for  his  crimes  against 
Philistines.  One  moment  Samson  was  a  free, 
strong,  and  independent  man.  The  next  he  was 
a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  his  enemies. 

Many  modem  day  believers  do  not  realize 
sin’s  debilitating  effect  on  them  until  a  time  of 
crisis  when  it  is  too  late  Such  was  the  case  with 
Samson.  At  his  crisis  point  he  realized  how 
humiliating  and  degrading  were  sin’s  results. 

Verse  22  offers  a  ray  of  hope  in  the  midst  of 
despair.  The  scripture  tells  us  Samson’s  hair 
be^n  to  grow  during  those  days  of  incarcera¬ 
tion.  The  implication  is  that  his  strength  would 
soon  return.  Indeed,  the  end  of  the  chapter 
reveals  that  Samson’s  strength  was  fully 
restored. 

Judges  16:28-30  introduces  Samson  to  us  in 
a  different  context.  Someone  has  suggested  that 


the  setting  is  the  anniversary  of  the  capture  of 
Samson.  His  hair  and  strength  had  had  plenty 
of  time  to  grow. 

The  Philistines  were  celebrating  the  worship 
of  their  pagan  god  Dagon.  They  called  for  Sam¬ 
son  to  come  up  to  be  made  sport  of.  As  he  was 
being  led  into  the  arena  he  rested  his  hands 
against  two  pillars.  After  a  prayer  for  God’s 
help  and  strength,  he  pushed  the  pillars  out  and 
the  entire  house  collapsed.  Everyone,  including 
Samson,  was  killed.  'The  author  of  Judges 
testified  that  in  the  destruction  Samson  killed 
more  Philistines  than  he  did  in  his  entire 
lifetime.  The  implication  is  that  Israel  was 
again  set  free  from  the  oppression  of  her 
enemies.  A  further  implication  is  that  Samson 
did  not  die  in  vain,  but  for  a  righteous  cause. 

From  this  story  of  triumph  through  tragedy 
we  can  learn  that  God  restores  and  renews  his 
power  in  our  lives  when  we  call  on  him  in 
bndienness  and  humility.  As  long  as  his  people 
have  breath,  they  have  the  potential  to  be  u^ 
by  God  when  they  yield  to  his  ways. 

How  grateful  we  should  be  for  his 
graciousness  and  forgiveness.  How  thankful  we 
should  be  that  he  chooses  to  use  us  even  after 
failure  and  disgrace. 

Martin  is  pastor.  Commission  Road  Church, 
Long  Beach. 


Paul  ministers  in  Rome  —  a  dream  come  true 


By  Bert  Breland 
Acts  28:11-31 

The  Apostle  Paul  had  wanted  to  go  to  Rome 
for  years  and  finally  this  dream  was  being 
realized.  However,  Paul’s  entrance  into  the  ci¬ 
ty  was  not  as  he  had  hi^ied 
it  would  be  Paul  was  not 
entering  the  city  as  a  free 
man,  but  rather  as  a 

Sirisoner.  He  was  in  chains, 
alsely  accused,  awaiting 
trial,  and  under  a  house  ar¬ 
rest  that  prevented  him  the 
freedom  of  movement 
throughout  the  city. 

It  isn’t  difficult  to  under- 
stand  that  Paul  was  certain- 
Breland  jy  discouraged  by  his  cir¬ 
cumstances.  Also,  Paul  was  more  than  likely 
concerned  about  the  reception  he  would  get 
when  he  arrived  in  Rome  He  had  to  be  concern¬ 
ed  about  the  Jews,  the  Jewish  Christians,  and 
the  Gentile  Christians,  not  to  mention  any  fears 
that  he  might  have  about  the  Roman  court. 

Verse  15  indicates  to  us  that  Paul  was 
discouraged.  However,  Paul  “took  courage” 
when  he  met  the  brothers  in  Christ  who  came 
out  to  greet  him  as  he  was  being  escorted  into 
the  city  of  Rome.  We  know  from  verse  16  that 
Luke  was  still  with  Paul  at  this  point  because 
of  the  usage  of  “we.”  We  also  learn  that  Paul 
was  afforded  a  small  amount  of  freedom  in  that 
he  was  allowed  to  stay  in  a  private  residence 
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(under  guard),  rather  than  in  a  Roman  jail  or 
barracks.  While  this  wasn’t  ideal,  it  would  give 
Paul  a  greater  o(^xxtunity  to  preach  the  gospel. 

Paul’s  concern  about  his  acceptance  from  the 
Christian  community  had  been  answered  by 
their  coming  out  to  meet  him  and  encouraging 
him.  Next,  ^ul  needed  to  know  how  the  Jews 
of  Rome  feel  about  him.  Therefore,  Paul  sum¬ 
moned  the  Jewish  leaders  to  his  house  for  a 
discussion.  Even  though  Paul  had  declared 
himself  an  apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  he  was  still 
closely  tied  to  Judaism  and  deeply  concerned 
about  the  Jewish  people  While  Paul  wanted 
their  friendship  and  acceptance,  he  wanted 
them  to  trust  Cinrist  even  more.  Paul  saw  this 
as  an  opportunity  to  proclaim  the  gospel  of  hope 
to  these  Jews.  Apparently,  they  hadn’t  heard 
anything  bad  about  Paul,  and  t)^  weren’t  com¬ 
pletely  opposed  to  the  Christian  message, 
because  they  wanted  to  hear  Paul’s  version  of 
this  gospel. 

Their  ignorance  of  the  gospel  message  raises 
the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  any  of  the 
apostles  had  ever  been  to  Rome  prior  to  Paul’s 
arrival.  There  has  been  among  some 
denominations  a  strong  tradition  that  Simon 
Peter  had  founded  the  church  in  Rome. 
However,  if  Simon  Peter  had  been  in  Rome 


years  prior  to  Paul’s  arrival,  given  his  strong 
devotion  to  Judaism,  it  seems  incredible  that 
these  Jewish  leaders  would  be  so  uninformed 
concerning  the  Christian  movement. 

When  F^ul  was  given  the  opportunity  to 
preach  to  them,  he  skillfully  did  so,  using  ^ir 
own  scriptures  to  convince  them  that  Jesus  was 
the  Christ.  Paul  was  able  to  hold  their  attention 
and  even  won  some  converts  up  until  he  reach¬ 
ed  a  certain  point,  a  point  which  had  cleared 
the  room  of  his  Jewish  audience  on  several 
other  occasions.  That  point  was  that  the  Jews 
had  willfully  rejected  the  Messiah  and  that  now 
the  door  was  open  for  Gentiles  to  receive 
salvation. 

Here  again,  the  Jews  were  willing  to  listen  to 
a  message  that  Jesus  was  the  Christ.  What  they 
couldn’t  bear  was  the  message  that  they  must 
be  willing  to  include  everyone  in  God’s  grace. 
It  was  after  this  “one  woi^”  that  they  walked 


out.  Paul  found  himself  where  he  had  been  so 
many  times  before,  unable  to  get  his  own  peo¬ 
ple  to  cross  the  social  and  racial  barriers  that 
separated  them  from  the  Gentiles.  F^ul  made 
it  clear  to  the  Jews  that  (]k>d  and  his  message 
of  salvation  were  going  to  hurdle  those  boun¬ 
daries  with  or  without  them. 

We  began  this  study  of  Acts  on  the  supposi¬ 
tion  that  Luke’s  purpose  for  writing  this  book 
was  “to  show  a  victory  of  Christianity,  to  show 
the  expansion  oi  a  cimcept,  the  liberation  of  the 
gospel  as  it  breaks  through  barriers  that  are 
religious,  racial,  and  national.”  We  believe  that 
Luke  accomplished  his  purpose  and  concluded 
on  a  victorious  note  as  he  stated  that  Paul  con¬ 
tinued  “preaching  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
teaching  about  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  quite 
openly  and  unhindered”  (RSV). 

Breland  is  pastor.  North  Greenwood  Church, 
Greenwood. 


Vietnam:  Baptists  help 
rebuild  what  war  destroyed 
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By  Erich  Bridges 

DANANG,  Vietnam  (BP)  —  In  a  of  thousands  of  local  inhabitants  will  to-dark  labor  constitute  farm 
place  where  they  once  destroyed  the  be  remarkably  improved.”  technology  in  Dinh  Hoa ;  a  tractor  is 

land  and  killed  each  other,  Americans  Quangnam  Danang  is  one  of  the  not  in  sight.  The  irrigation  project 
and  Vietnamese  are  building  together,  rice  bowls  of  Vietnam,  but  even  there,  could  nearly  double  production  for 
Southern  Baptists  have  supplied  malnourished  children  are  a  common  2,000  people  in  the  area.  Asked  if  the 
materials  to  help  the  people  of  sight.  project  is  a  big  undertaking  for  the 

Quangnam  Danang  Province  in  Viet-  Defoliants  dropped  on  the  area  dur-  area,  the  Vietnamese  design  engineer 

nam  build  a  dam  and  improve  health  ing  the  war,  like  Agent  Orange,  also  answers,  “It’s  big  if  you  haven’t  had 
care  through  a  new  hospital  and  are  suspect  in  an  infant  mortality  rate  it  before.” 

several  local  clinics.  that  averages  63.5  per  thousand.  Most  Vietnamese  simply  want  to 

The  nearly  completed  dam  rises  out  Killers  include  mysterious  cancers  forget  a  grim  past  as  they  fight  to 
of  rice  fields  that  were  free-fire  zones  anddeformities  in  newborns.  But  the  overcome  a  grim  present,  th^  have 
during  the  Vietnam  War.  most  common  health  problems  are  said.  A  common  reaction  to 

A  recent  delegation  visiting  Viet-  hunger,  intestinal  parasites,  malaria,  Americans  visitors  is,  “Why  are  you 
nam  represent^  Cooperative  Ser-  respiratory  infections  —  preventable  here?”  The  CSIdele^tion  responded 
vices  International,  the  Southern  Bap-  causes  of  much  of  the  suffering  in  the  by  sharing  its  (Christian  motivation  in 
tist  organization  that  assists  nations  Third  World.  providing  assistance  and  relating  the 

where  missionaries  do  not  work.  The  Yet  even  the  resistant  and  deadly  historical  character  of  Southern 
group  included  Southern  Baptist  strains  of  falciparum  malaria  found  Baptists. 

F^oreign  Mission  Board  President  R.  in  the  province  —  introduced  by  “I  think  there  is  a  special  affinity 
Keith  Parks;  CSI  Director  Lewis  malarial  soldiers  treated  for  common  between  Vietnamese  people  and  Bap- 
Myers  and  his  wife,  Toni ;  former  Viet-  strains  and  rushed  back  to  the  bat-  tist  people,  or  should  be,”  Raley  said, 
nam  missionaries  who  once  lived  in  tlefield  —  are  a  leftover  curse  of  war.  “because  we  historically  have  been  a 
Danang;  and  CSI’s  Indochina  “Almost  everything  we’re  fighting  poor,  farming  people  who  have  had  to 
specialists,  physician  Marvin  Raley  can  be  traced  directly  back  to  the  work  very  hai^.  ^  we  respect  what 
and  development  worker  Fred  war,”  Raley  asserted.  They  talk  the  Vietnamese  are  trying  to  ac- 
Kauffman.  about  people  being  killed  by  unexplod-  complish,  and  we  want  to  work  as 

Southern  Baptists  began  emergen-  ed  bombs.  I’ll  guarantee  a  lot  more  partners.” 
cy  food  and  medical  assistance  to  people  are  being  killed  by  falciparum  Erich  Bridges  is  on  the  staff  of  the 
poverty-stricken  Vietnam  four  years  malaria.”  Foreign  Mission  Board. 
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Christ  clouds 
the  issue? 


You  seem  to  protest  too  much.  If 
you  are  not  a  Christian,  then  you 
are  not  a  Christian,  and  we  don’t 
put  you  down  for  it.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  are,  and  whatever  claim 


to  being  “favored”  we  have  is  not 


QUESTION:  arrogance  It  is  rather  that  if  God 

desires  to  make  a  disclosure  of 
How  do  you  know  that  Chris-  himself,  he  would  very  probably  do 
tianity  is  the  favored  religion?  it  by  giving  p^ple  glimpses  into 
Maybe  God  likes  Moslems  best;  truth  in  primitive  religions,  but 
you  don’t  know.  Why  should  we  be  somewhere  along  the  way  he’d  find 
better  than  other  religions?  the  best  method  for  letting  us  know 

I  suppose  you  think  that  anyone  what  he’s  really  like.  We  think 
who  isn’t  a  Christian  will  go  to  hell,  that’s  what  he  did  in  Christ.  It’s 
How  about  an  atheist  who  leads  a  something  like  we  are  not  happy 
good,  virtuous  life?  If  God  sends  with  witch  doctors’  cures  in  Africa 
him  to  hell  because  he  doesn’t  (although  they  probably  did  some 
believe  in  Christ,  then  God  is  not  good)  when  we  have  penicillin.  We 
fair  or  merciful.  God  is  then  pre-  just  think  it’s  a  better  way  to  cure 
judiced.  I  do  not  believe  in  Christ,  people.  We  also  think  that  Chris- 
but  I  believe  in  God.  If  there  is  a  tianity  can  and  should  produce 
heaven  I  expect  to  get  there,  more  happy  fulfilled  people, 
whether  or  not  I  believe  in  Christ;  I’m  sending  you  a  complete 
who  was  a  mortal.  I  think  to  statement  on  God’s  plan  of  salva- 
believe  in  God  is  good  enough.  He  tion,  and  will  be  praying  for  you  as 
is  wise  and  all  powerful,  a  helping  you  read  it.  We’d  like  for  you  to 
spirit.  Why  cloud  up  the  issue  with  know  the  full  joy  of  the  Christ- 
side  details  like  Christ?  centered  life. 


Even  in  crisis  rural  churches 
give  more  to  missions,  study  says 


Students  urged  to 
prepare  bi-vocationally 


Bv  .Mark  Wingfield 


.\TLA.\TA  BPi  College  students 
lorn  lK‘l\veen  a  call  to  ministry  and  a 
lt)ve  for  their  major  can  choose  both, 
according  to  a  Baptist  missions 
leader. 

Jeff  Lewis,  associate  director  of 
Mission  Service  Corps  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board,  has  called  on  Christian 
students  to  plan  ahead  for  bivo<‘a- 
tional  ministry. 

.Mission  Service  Corps  is  a 
denominational  program  comprised 
of  adult  volunteers  who  raise  their 
ow  n  support  to  serve  more  than  one 
year  as  missionaries. , One  branch  of 
Mission  Serv  ice  Corps  is  Tbntmakers. 
a  support  system  for  bivocational 
missionaries. 

“There  are  hundreds  of  students 
struggling  because  they  love  their 
majors  but  are  pulled  toward  mis- 
sions.“  Lewis  said.  “They  think  they 
have  to  choose  between  the  two.” 

It  is  possible  to  find  total  fulfillment 
in  both. 

“We  need  to  see  every  talent  and  gift 
God  has  given  us  as  an  avenue  God 
could  use  to  open  the  door  to  missions. 
Instead  of  narrowing  our  concept  of 
ministry,  we  need  to  give  God  full  op¬ 
portunity  to  enhance  those  talents  for 
ministry.” 

Future  Southern  Baptist  ministers 
must  break  from  the  traditional  pat¬ 


tern  of  studying  religion  in  college  and 
then  going  tc  seminary  to  study 
religion  again,  l^ewis  said  Instead, 
people  called  to  ministry  should 
develop  vocational  skills  in  addition  to 
studying  theology. 

.  "W'e  think  these  vocational  skills  are 
the  things  that  entangle  us  from  do¬ 
ing  God  s  call.”  he  said.  "But  they 
really  are  the  things  that  could  allow 
us  to  answer  God  s  call.” 

Tentmakers  especially  are  effective 
in  new-work  areas  where  young  chur¬ 
ches  cannot  afford  to  pay  staff 
members,  he  explained. 

To  meet  this  challenge,  changes 
first  must  occur  on  the  college  cam¬ 
pus.  Lewis  said:  “Seminary  is  too  late. 
In  college,  students  are  deciding  upon 
majors  and  deciding  whether  to 
develop  marketable  skills.” 

Southern  Baptists  currently 
graduate  2.400  students  annually  from 
their  six  seminaries  to  serve  in  about 
1,300  full-time  paid  positions  open 
each  year,  he  noted. 

The  problem  is  not  that  seminaries 
train  too  many  ministers  or  that 
students  misunderstand  God’s  call, 
.lewis  said.  Rather,  too.many  students 
expect  to  answer  God’s  call  by  serv¬ 
ing  in  a  traditional  staff  position 
within  100  miles  of  their  hometowns. 

Mark  Wingfield  writes  for  the  HMB. 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Despite  drought, 
farm  crisis,  and  grain  embargoes  in 
the  past  decade,  rural  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  have  consistently  in¬ 
creased  missions  giving,  four  resear¬ 
chers  reported. 

New  research  from  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  in¬ 
dicates  that  rural  Southern  Baptist 
churches  gave  a  larger  percentage  of 
their  income  to  missions  during  re¬ 
cent  tough  economic  times  than 
metropolitan  churches  did  in  com¬ 
paratively  good  times. 

The  study  was  done  by  Gary  Farley 
and  Ray  Dalton  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board  in  Atlanta  along  with  Gregory 
Hoover  and  Michael  Carter  of  Carson- 
Newman  College  in  Jefferson  City, 
Tbnn. 

“Our  hypothesis  was  that  when 
things  got  tough,  rural  churches 
would  cut  back  on  missions  giving,” 
Farley  said.  “But  that  was  proved 
wrong. 

‘This  study  indicates  that  when 
rural  praple  get  in  a  bind,  they’re 
more  mindful  of  the  needs  of  others. 
Instead  of  becoming  selfish,  they  gave 
more  than  ever  before.” 

The  four  re^^rchers  studied  more 
than  10,0(X)  Southern  Baptist  churches 
in  Missouri,  Mississippi,  North 
Carolina,  and  Georgia.  They  focused 
on  1,400  churches  in  counties  with 
agriculture-based  economies. 

Financial  data  was  taken  from  the 
denomination’s  annual  statistical 
survey  for  the  years  1975,  1980,  1985 
and  1987.  EarlQr  explained  that  1975 
was  the  “boom  of  rural  agriculture,” 
while  the  latter  years  were  marked 
drou^t,  lower  commodity  prices,  and 
farm  foreclosures. 


By  Mark  Wingfield 

Missions  expenditures  included  all 
giving  to  ministries  outside  the  local 
church,  such  as  to  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Cooperative  Program  unifi^ 
budget,  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Of¬ 
fering  for  Home  Missions,  and  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  for  Foreign 
Missions. 

The  average  total  membership  of 
rural  churches  grew  slowly  from  1975 
to  1985  and  plateaued  the  following 
two  years,  the  study  said.  In  contrast, 
metropolitan  churches  grew  steadily 
in  membership  from  1975  through 
1987. 

During  that  12-year  span,  both 
agriculture-dependent  churches  and 
non-agriculture-dependent  churches 
increased  the  proportion  of  their 
church  budgets  given  to  missions. 
Farley  said. 

However,  churches  dependent  upon 
agriculture  consistently  gave  a  slight¬ 
ly  higher  share  of  their  budgets  to 
missions  despite  declining  local 
economies,  he  added.  Missions  giving 
in  rural  churches  increased  from 
nearly  15  percent  to  nearly  17  percent. 

During  the  same  time,  missions  giv¬ 
ing  in  metropolitan  churches  increas¬ 
ed  from  14  percent  to  slightly  more 
than  16  percent. 

“It  appears  that  when  you’re  suffer¬ 
ing,  you’re  more  sensitive  to  the  hurt¬ 
ing  of  others,”  he  said.  “I  feel  a  little 
g^ty  on  Sunday  when  I  walk  into  a 
nice  suburban  church  that  has  just 
redecorated  and  bought  a  new  or^n 
while  cutting  back  on  missions  giving. 

“Also,  the  mission  of  the  church  is 
more  likely  to  be  central  in  the  lives 
of  rural  and  small-town  people  than 
it  is  for  metropolitan  folks,’’^  Parley 
said.  “Baptists  in  metropolitan  areas 


face  a  greater  temptation  to  be  like 
secular  people. 

“We  need  to  recognize  that 
historically  our  missions  endeavor 
has  been  supported  by  many  small, 
plain  churches  made  up  of  working 
people  who  really  believe  in  the  Great 
Commission  and  have  given  their  sons 
and  daughters  and  dollars  and  have 
uttered  their  prayers  to  make  mis¬ 
sions  happen.’* 


Mark  Wingfield  .  writes  for  the 
Home  Mission  Board. 
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